
By Leah Woodson
Member, JAM Committee

In celebration of Black History Month 
on February 25 at 7:30 p.m., the Just All Music 
(JAM) entertainment committee presents vocalist 
Dawn Elliott Robinson 
and keyboardist Dan 
Reynolds. Dawn Elliott 
is a fourth-generation 
Washingtonian. She 
sang from the crib after 
hearing Rosemary 
Clooney, Diahann Carroll 
& Bing Crosby on the 
1965 album, Sleep, Baby, 
Sleep as her lullaby 
every night. Dawn began 
singing professionally at 
the age of twelve. She is 
a graduate of the Duke 
Ellington School of the 
Arts and the Shenandoah 
College & Conservatory 
of Music (now Shenandoah University).

Dawn has performed with Webster Young, 
Keter Betts, Davey Yarborough & the US Army 
Jazz Ambassadors. In addition, she has sung with 
contemporary jazz bands Stickman & Never 

Alone, Maysa, Grainger & WPG Trio, and Origem. 
Dawn has been a featured soloist at Asbury United 
Methodist Church, Metropolitan Baptist Church, 
and Shiloh Baptist Church. Dawn Elliott is also a 
two-time winner of the Washington Area Music 
Award (Wammie).

Dan Reynolds (keyboardist/composer) 
grew up in Silver Spring, MD, and graduated from 
the University of Maryland. He has performed 
with Najee, Maysa, Larry Coryell, Eddie Harris, 
Ken Navarro, Keter Betts, Tim Eyerman, jazz/funk 
band Grainger, and Brazilian jazz band Origem. 
In addition, Dan led the contemporary jazz band 
Never Alone. Dan has also recorded four albums of 
original music: Never Alone, Lifeline, To Be Sure, 
and River Maiden. 

Dawn and Dan’s collaboration began 
in 1985. They have co-written songs and have 
performed as a duo in the bands above. Dawn also 
appears on three of Dan’s albums. These classically 
trained artists can seamlessly transition through 
several genres of music.

Tickets will go on sale on Monday, February 
21 and Tuesday, February 22 for $10.00 in all dining 
areas from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tickets will also be 
available at the door the night of the concert. Encore 
Theater doors open at 7:00 p.m., and the show starts 
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, February 25, 2022.

Just All Music Committee to 
celebrate Black History Month 

By the Resident Life Team

AARP Tax-Aid volunteers will be preparing 
tax returns at no charge for Riderwood residents on 
Thursdays in person, if COVID restrictions permit.

The AARP Tax-Aid volunteers will be 
working out of the old finance offices in Village 
Square. All taxpayers will be seen by appointment 
only. Since they will have limited appointments 
and want to serve as many people as possible, they 
strongly urge those with complex returns to go to 
an outside tax preparer. In addition, we understand 
that there are many residents who have no way of 
going to an outside preparer, and we will give those 
residents priority for the appointments.

Appointment lines are now open. When 
you make your appointment, Resident Life will 
give you the questionnaire that needs to be filled 
out before your taxes can be prepared. Please make 
every effort to fill it out before you arrive for your 
appointment. If you are unable to complete the 
form, we will help you when you arrive.

To schedule 
an appointment, please 
call 301-572-8339. If 
you get a recording, 
please leave your 
name, phone number, 
and the time you 
called, and someone 
will get back to you as 
soon as possible.

AARP Tax-Aid 
is now accepting 
appointments

By E. Anne Riley, Ph.D.
Member, Sustainability Committee

2021 was the year of methane, finally! This 
was said, by U.N. Secretary-General Guterres, to 
be “the make it or break it year.” The very popular 
CAP26 pavilion, “Methane Moment,” in Glasgow, 
Scotland, was sponsored by 30 organizations. Its 
slogan was: “Most Powerful Way to Slow Warming 
NOW.” The CAP26 Global Pledge goal is to 
reduce methane by 30% by 2030, which isn’t very 
ambitious. But at least 15 of the over 100 Pledge 
countries are among the highest methane emitters. 
China, one of the countries that did not sign the 
pledge, has the worst emissions globally, exceeding 
those of the entire developed world combined! The 
third-worst, Russia, also did not sign the pledge. 
Neither of the two countries’ heads even attended 
CAP26. The U.S. is 2nd only to China, yet we have 
the world’s highest per capita emissions.

Methane is colorless and odorless but is 86 
times more powerful than CO2 over 20 years. It is 
the main component of natural gas. The chemistry is 
thus: Natural gas (methane) is C(1) and H(4) or CH4. 
PROPANE is C(3) and (H)8 or C3H8.

My College Park house had a gas stove, water 
heater, and furnace, which I loved. My Delaware 
beach house had all propane, which is much more 
polluting. I had no idea that either of these was bad 
environmentally. The choice of electric was also 

the more expensive energy choice then. A recent 
study revealed that many methane leaks in home 
appliances come from pipes and valves, even when 
the gas is turned off! Heat pumps are now designed 
to be a much more efficient and cost-effective 
alternative, even down to zero degrees. Our heating/
cooling units in our apartments here are heat pumps.

Consider urging your children/grandchildren 
to replace gas and buy efficient electric appliances. 
You might even offer to help to pay the difference.

Getting rid of methane leaks from 
existing oil and gas operations is the easiest way 
to cut greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. It gets 
the most bang for the buck. Methane has been 
responsible for about half of the 1.2-degree Celsius  
temperature rise since the Industrial Revolution 
in the 1750s. But, shockingly, the worst of it has 
occurred since the 1950s. That’s us! The goal is to 
keep it to 1.5 Celsius (or 2) degrees, but we are on 
track to reach a disastrous 2.5 degrees or more by 
2100.

Of the human-caused areas where methane is 
most problematic now, the oil and natural gas sector 
is enormous. Those companies could cut methane 
emissions by 75% with the current technology. The 
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) says, “You can’t 
solve climate change without solving methane.”  We 
need to let our legislators at every level know how 
important we feel this is.

By Riderwood General Services Administration

It is with a 
heavy heart that we 
announce the passing 
of Jack Vargo, our 
Grounds Supervisor 
at Riderwood for the 
past fourteen years. 
Jack joined Erickson 
in 1996 and served 
residents and staff 
alike with incredible 
distinction and a wealth of knowledge for over 21 
years. Jack was known for his broad smile, calm 
demeanor, friendly personality, and servant’s heart 
throughout his entire tenure. Jack was a passionate 
cornerstone of our staff, who always tackled 
problems with a “can-do” attitude, and he will be 
sorely missed by all of us. Jack’s dedication to 
living the Erickson Values is a shining example 
to us all of the power and positive impact we each 
have the potential of making with our lives. 

 Per Jack’s request, there will be no services 
or memorials; it was his desire that even in his 
passing, we celebrate the fullness of life, each in 
our own way.

We will miss you, Jack.

Riderwood mourns 
passing of longtime 
employee Jack Vargo
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• $10 Tickets for the next show from 
the Performing Arts Council will be on 
sale on Monday & Tuesday, February 
14 & 15 in all dining room lobbies. 
The performance will be held on 
Friday, February 18 and feature Mary 
Ann Jung’s one-woman show about 
America’s first suffragette, Margaret 
Brent.

• The Aging Support Group will hold its 
next meeting on Thursday, February 17 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Lakeside Commons 
Classroom. This group is designed to 
help residents with emotional issues 
related to aging and teach them how 
to cope.

• Due to the efforts of the Riderwood 
residents, we have met our goal to 
recycle 500lbs of plastic film within 
a 6 month timeframe. The reward for 
attaining this goal is a free composite 
outdoor bench provided by the 
manufacturer, Trex. Congratulations, 
Riderwood! We will notify residents 
when we will participate in this program 
again. In the meantime, please continue 
to recycle your plastic film in the cart/
recycling rooms.

•New resident guidebooks are now 
available at each front desk. Residents 
may pick up one book per apartment. 
There is also an electronic version of 
the guidebook on MyErickson with 
the most up-to-date information at all 
times.

By Linda Wanner
Chair, Resident Advisory Council

Without a doubt this is an easy article to 
write, because there is a lot to say about the three 
wonderful people who are stepping off the Resident 
Advisory Council (RAC) as of February 8, 2022. 
The RAC has profited from their leadership in the 
community and their insights, not only to their 
liaison areas of responsibility, but also to whatever 
issue was at hand; all six remaining members on the 
RAC will miss them terribly.

Elenora Giddings Ivory has served on the 
RAC for four years as the Information Officer for 
the past two years, as RAC Chair the year before, 
and as Information Officer the first year she joined. 
Aside from her passion for the improvement of life 
for the residents of Riderwood, Elenora’s life’s work 
focused on ecumenical and interfaith advocacy 
organizations. Elenora officially retired from the 
Presbyterian Church after 40+ years of service, yet, 
during her time on the RAC, she continued to pastor 
the Southern Presbyterian Church in Oxon Hill, 
Maryland on a part-time basis. Elenora brought her 
interpersonal focus to both the RAC and her church, 
and both are the better for it. 

Bill Harris has served on the RAC for the 
past four years as the Dining Services Liaison. One 
only had to look at the smile on his face when he 
spoke about the dining program to know how much 
he loved his assignment. In that position, Bill was 
a great partner with Jeff Kimbell, the Director of 
Dining, and unflinching in his support of the staff 

that worked in the kitchens and restaurants at 
Riderwood. He understood the complexities of the 
many steps that needed to be in place from the kitchen 
to the table to produce a plate of delicious and well 
prepared and presented food that is the hallmark of  
Signature Dining. Bill did this assignment with a 
smile, even through COVID. In his former life, Bill 
practiced law in D.C. for over 40 years in the area of 
commercial multi-family real estate. He must be as 
proud of himself as we are of him.

Tess Morrison stepped onto the RAC when 
asked to fill Jack Wachtman’s vacated position 
as Finance Liaison. From day one, Tess gave the 
task her all. She led the meetings with clarity and 

focus, and she moved the committee through some 
changes in personnel without the committee losing 
a sense of purpose and direction. Tess uses her 
many talents to everyone’s benefit; she is organized, 
efficient, and unflappable, while adhering to the 
principle of seeing that the residents’ money is spent 
wisely and everyone is accountable to a balanced 
and fair budget. Tess has served the community 
outside of Riderwood by working for non-profit 
boards supporting agricultural to condo to church 
communities. Tess will leave the RAC but serve on 
the financial committee for the next two years and, 
hopefully, return to the RAC in the near future.

Thank you to the three outgoing RAC members

The three outgoing RAC members (L to R): Elenora Giddings Ivory, Bill Harris, & Tess Morrison (Photos 
courtesy of Riderwood TV)

By Linda Wanner
Chair, Resident Advisory Council

In the wake of several fire alarms going off 
in certain buildings on the campus over the past few 
days, I would like to share the following thoughts. 
I have recently spoken to Executive Director Gary 
Hibbs and General Services Director Chris Davis a 
number of times about the seemingly high number 
of fire alarms over the past few weeks. They have 
read and collaborated on the writing of this message.

One thing I learned quickly teaching in a 
public high school was that only the Fire Marshall 
can decide when it is safe to turn off a sounding fire 
alarm.

Just like in schools, when our fire alarms are 
activated, they also ring at the fire station, and the 
fire department is then on the way. They must get 
here, enter the building, go to the site of the alarm, 
and verify that either the fire is contained or that 
there is no fire. Only after that can the all-clear be 
given to the building manager, who will then turn 
off the alarm.

And think about the security department 
here. Once the alarm rings, they are busy trying to 
figure out the location of the alarm and what the 

cause is while they know that the fire truck(s) is on 
the way. In other words, they are busy and focused 
on the issue at hand. They know the alarm is ringing, 
and they do not have time to answer the phone; they 
are already handling the issue.

The bottom line is, you will have to “endure” 
the alarm until all these steps are taken. Management 
and security here cannot turn off the alarm until they 
are told to do so. Think about it: a ringing fire alarm 
is a safety feature. If there is danger, the fire chief 
must know that everyone is being warned about it.

As a teacher, even when we in the school 
knew that the fire alarm was accidentally set off, we 
had to go through the entire school evacuation with 
the fire chief entering the building and going through 
all the steps to verify there was no fire before he 
would let our building manager turn off the alarm 
and let the students enter the building. 
Yes, we stood outside in cold weather 
without coats because everyone had 
to exit the building immediately. 
Here, we do not have to go out; 
we shelter in place. If we must 
leave the building, security will 
come to the door and tell us to 
evacuate.

By Margaret Phillips
Chair, Riderwood Health Forum

On Friday, February 18, Riderwood resident 
Dr. Joseph Davidson will speak to the Health Forum 
on the Diabetes/Obesity Epidemic.

Dr. Davidson is a retired dentist who 
earned his DDS from the University of Maryland 
in Baltimore in 1970 and then did an internship at 
Albert Einstein in Philadelphia. After serving in 
the Army Dental Corps for two years, he spent 31 
years in private practice in Columbia, Maryland. 
Dr. Davidson subsequently joined the faculty at the 
University of Maryland School of Dentistry and 

worked in the emergency room, helping students 
review the medical status of their patients to be sure 
it would be safe to perform work on them. He also 
taught students to diagnose patients’ dental problems 
and was involved in teaching how to screen patients 
for diabetes.

While not a medical doctor, he has had 
significant medical training as a dentist. His own 
diagnosis of Diabetes Type 1.5 spurred his interest 
in researching diabetes and its prevalence and effect 
in the U.S. population.

The Health Forum Meeting will take place 
on Friday, February 18, at noon in the Village Square 
Music Room. All are welcome. Masks are required.

Health Forum to feature speaker on diabetes
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