
By Elaine Hauptman
Member, Local Trips Committee

April is blooming all over with exciting and 
varied experiences. From softball to Shakespeare, 
from Crafts Fair to corruption, and habitats to 
Futures, the April Local Trips’ Listing has it all. 
Residents can pick up local trips listing at any front 
desk to learn about all upcoming trips and then 
register by completing the form at the back of the 
packet.

• Set in a more modern 2022 environment, 
the new production of “Oklahoma” still has all the 
familiar songs, but the audience is an integral part of 
the show instead of the usual passive theatergoers. 
We will be going to the matinee on April 7.

• “Catch Me If You Can” on April 13 is 
based on a true but almost unbelievable con artist. 
This production is witty and insightful, full of 
delightful songs and awesome episodes.

• Merchant of Venice (on April 9) has always 
aroused anger and controversy. This new production 
adds a twist with an African American actor in the 
role of Shylock, adding additional prejudice leading 
to many discussions and debates. The show, direct 
from New York, won rave notices there. 

• A trip to Baltimore, the Jewish Museum, 
and a Kosher deli happens on Monday, April 18. 

Many have lived through the Black Lists and the 
House Un-American Activities Committee. We saw 
some of our favorite actors, singers, dancers, and 
artists lose their jobs and lives. We witnessed books 
removed from bookshelves, paintings removed 
from museums, and houses of worship attacked. 
This exhibit tells it all!

• If you are looking for the extraordinary, go 
to the Smithsonian Craft Show on Saturday, April 
23. This show, “Future Focus,” celebrates a new 
direction of talent, craft, and design. 

• The month of April contains Earth Day, 
which celebrates all that nature can afford. If nature 
is your thing, plan to sign up for the the Audubon 
Naturalist Society Habitat Tour on Monday, April 
25. This two-hour walking tour has an easily-
accessible path for wheelchairs and rollators and is 
a great way to introduce our beautiful Spring and 
Summer in Maryland. 

The Local Trips’ Listing is online on 
MyErickson, available by email, or 
paper copies at the front desk. We 
plan 10-20 trips each month 
and try to have something that 
appeals to everyone. The listing 
of trips for each month comes 
out around the middle of the 
previous month. 

Spring is in the air as April provides 
a wonderful bouquet of local trips

By Ed Vilade
Resident Writer

Joan Kugler has earned an honor that no 
other Smithsonian Associates volunteer can claim: 
The Riderwood resident has marked 45 years as 
a volunteer. Since no one had ever reached that 
level before, Smithsonian Institution Volunteer 
Coordinator Jenna Jones had to design a unique pin, 
which she presented to Joan on October 14.

Also attending the pin presentation was 
Riderwood resident Sally Holder, an Associates 
volunteer since 1993.

Jenna explained that a few volunteers 

had more than 45 years at Smithsonian Institution 
museums and other facilities. Still, no one has 
logged 45 years at Smithsonian Associates, which 
offers educational programs and trips for members.

Joan has lived at Riderwood for ten years, 
coming from Chevy Chase. She and her husband, 
Bill, started the process of coming to Riderwood, 
which she completed after his death. Two of her four 
children live in the area, one in Gaithersburg and one 
in Potomac. Her other children live on Long Island 
and in Rhode Island.

A New York City native, Joan earned BA 
and MA degrees in Romance Languages from the 
University of Cincinnati and came to the DC area 

to work for the CIA. Bill and Joan signed on as 
Smithsonian volunteers at the same time, in 1974. 
She staffed all sorts of courses and trips, but her 
personal favorites involved opera.

“My involvement with Smithsonian 
Associates was a wonderful education for me,” 
said Joan, “and the source of some really deep 
friendships.” She and Bill often attended opera 
trips with other couples, and she has continued her 
involvement via Opera at Riderwood, which shows 
a different opera or concert film every Friday at 1 
pm in the Encore Theatre. The group suspended 
operations during the pandemic but is now back 
in operation and planning to bring in artists for in-
person shows.

Joan also participated in the annual craft 
fair, another a victim of pandemic restrictions. Her 
volunteer activities at Smithsonian Associates also 
have yet to resume. The programs continued virtually 
during the pandemic, but Joan was not, in her words, 
“up for that.” However, when in-person programs 
resume, the first call will go to those volunteers who 
staffed the virtual programs over the past two years.  

“Jenna and I talked about resuming my 
volunteer activities,” said Joan, “but I’m afraid I’m 
down the list for future assignments. I may be de 
facto retired.”

Nevertheless, it has been an incredible, 
record-setting run.  

“Joan welcomed me to my new job as her 
Volunteer Coordinator in late 2012,” says Jenna. “I 
could see right away that she truly loved helping 
our staff with our lecture programs, and she had 
a delightful, personable way of interacting with 
patrons as they arrived. Over the years, it was always 
a pleasure to see her in action, and when she’d stop 
by my office just to say hello and catch up. She’s had 
such an interesting life and such a varied learning 
opportunity with the volunteering. It’s no joke when 
I say, ‘I want to be her when I grow up!’”

Resident receives recognition for Smithsonian volunteerism

CALLING ALL SOCIAL
WORKERS-  

Come Join us for a Celebration of
Social Work Month!

Thursday, March 31st, 2022 
Celebrations Room at 2:30 pm

Gather with your fellow social workers of
Riderwood both working and retired to share

stories and toast to our meaningful work! 

Questions? Contact Ellen Lebedow at 301-572-8330

WORKING AND RETIRED!

Resident and 45-year Smithsonian Associate Joan Kugler poses with her volunteer pin in the White Oak 
Bistro in Town Center.

March 28, 2022 Volume 15, Issue 10 RiderwoodTV.com

The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Beverly Roof 
(GV) 3/16 --

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Receive the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper 
and TV Guide straight to your e-mail inbox  
by signing up at signup.riderwoodtv.com, or 
find issues online at www.riderwoodtv.com.

http://RiderwoodTV.com
http://signup.riderwoodtv.com
http://www.riderwoodtv.com


By Juanita Harvey
Member, JAM Committee

The Just All Music 
Entertainment Committee 
(JAM) presents jazz vocalist 
Sharón Clark, on Friday, April 
8, at 7:30 p.m.  Ms. Clark will 
be accompanied by Benjie 
Porecki on piano, Lenny 
Robinson on drums, and Zack 
Pride on Bass.  

Sharón is a native of 
Washington, D. C.   Ms. Clark 
grew up in the Afro-American 
church and did her first solo 
in the Woodland United 
Methodist Church at seven.   
Sharón was encouraged 
to make jazz her career by 
her father and fourth-grade 
teacher.  She started vocal 
training in the classic genre 
but was convinced by her 
high school music teacher 
and mentor that jazz was her stronger vocal suit.  
Therefore, she attended Berklee College of Music in 
Boston, studying voice under Maggie Scott. 

Sharón’s professional career began by 
singing with the “Bottle Caps,” doing promotional 
work for The Coca-Cola Company.  In addition, 
she worked with the legendary jazz bassist William 
Thomas “Keter” Betts. 

In 1998, Ms. Clark performed for President 
William Clinton and other dignitaries.  She 
performed regularly at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel 

in Washington, D.C., with 
the Chris Grasso Trio.  Ms. 
Clark has won many awards 
as a jazz vocalist, such as the 
“Oxnard Gold Medal Award” 
and the “Billie Holliday 
Vocal Competition Award.”  
Ms. Clark has worked 
with the Smithsonian Jazz 
Masterworks Orchestra, the 
Richmond Symphony, and 
the Baltimore Symphony.  In 
addition, she has performed 
at various jazz festivals.

Ms. Clark has toured 
Europe, Africa, Asia, Estonia, 
Latvia, Croatia, Belgium, 
Taiwan, and South Africa.  
In addition, Ms. Clark 
has performed in leading 
venues in Armenia, Israel, 
Kazahkstan, Montenegro, 

Republic of Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, and over 250 
concerts in Russia alone.

Tickets will go on sale on Monday, April 4, 
and Tuesday, April 5, for $10.00 in all dining areas 
from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.  Tickets will also be available 
at the door the night of the concert.  Encore Theatre 
doors will open at 7:00 p.m.  The show starts at 7:30 
p.m.

JAM presents jazz vocalist Sharón 
Clark at the Encore on April 8

As part of our ongoing 
Scholarship Campaign, we 
wanted to share one scholar’s 
essay with you.  Ayana represents 
many of our scholars with 
similar experiences and dreams.  
The campaign continues until 
April 8, 2022. We hope to fund 
46 scholarships by raising 
$208,000.

We asked Ayana 
Brooks to answer: What 
are your educational and 
career goals, and how will 
your education allow you to 
achieve these goals?  How has 
working at Riderwood helped 
or influenced you?

After high school, I plan to attend a four-
year university to obtain a bachelor’s degree 
in biology. I aspire to go to Cornell University, 
University of Maryland, George Washington 
University, Duke University, or Boston University. 

These are 5 colleges that are 
known for their phenomenal 
education and cultural diversity. 
Throughout those 4 years, I 
want to explore and define my 
areas of interest and talent, 
strengthen previously learned 
skills, and become proficient at 
researching topics related to my 
intended major and other courses 
that are offered. I want to be as 
knowledgeable and well-rounded 
as possible to get accepted into 
a vet program to continue my 
education. Likewise, becoming 
a veterinarian requires rigorous 
academics, determination, and 
persistence which I plan to 

improve to succeed in such a challenging path.
Furthermore, the education I would receive 

from attending a veterinary school and a 4-year 
college would strengthen my learning experience 
with animals, help me gain insight on how to enhance 

communication with students, patients, professors, 
etc. As well, grow my social network for better 
opportunities in my work field. Most importantly, 
my education will support my transition from a high 
school student to a mature adult. 

Since working at Riderwood, I’ve flourished 
socially and academically. As a server, it was part of 
my job to work with the diverse Riderwood team 
and talk to residents. As I worked at it, interacting 
with the residents and staff became less stressful 
and more enjoyable- small talks with residents put 
a smile on my face as well as theirs. With the daily 
routine of taking about 100 orders per shift, I have 
been accustomed to memorizing a lot of information, 
thus coming in useful when I had quizzes or tests 
for the AP classes I’m taking this year. Also, being a 
server reaffirmed my passion to be a veterinarian. I 
will enjoy curing sick animals and researching ways 
to diagnose rare diseases, etc. My first job gave me 
the courage to seek what is out there in the world to 
explore not only my interests but also how people 
connect with each other to make life more interesting 
for everyone. I am a better version of myself.

Scholarship Campaign 2022: Hear from one of Riderwood’s scholars

By Jerry & Joy Choppin
Members, Neighbors in Deed

Do you sometimes need help with little 
things, big things?

It should not surprise you to learn that 
there is an organization at Riderwood that provides 
help with small and large tasks. Do you need help 
with your TV? Your pet? Your plants? Can’t wear 
your favorite shirt because a button is off and you 
can’t sew or don’t have a needle and thread? Help 
is just around the corner! Your friendly neighbor 
is here for YOU! Riderwood is full of friendly 
people who volunteer to assist others with various 
tasks. Neighbors in Deed (NID) is an organization 
of volunteers who are more than willing to meet 

various needs. All you have to do is use our NID 
directory to locate the task you want to be done 
and call one of the residents who have signed up to 
assist those who need their services. We have both 
print and electronic versions of our NID directory. 
There is a printed copy at the Front Desk in each 
neighborhood; the electronic one is on My Erickson.

The NID volunteers recognize that we all 
need help now and then. Who better to provide it than 
someone living down the hall, in the next building, 
or near the restaurant where you dine every day?

It has been an exciting time for NID. We 
are so happy that the pandemic is at a stage which 
enables us to be back in action. We are going full 
steam to continue our mission to our community. We 
have old and new volunteers ready to step up to the 

plate. We have residents who use our free services 
and others who provide these services. We think this 
two-way street is an appropriate way to be both part 
of a community and to be community.

There will be more opportunities besides 
the usual way of making our services available 
via our NID handbook. In April and May, we 
will have opportunities to showcase our services 
and enlist more volunteers and users. On April 8, 
Riderwood will host its Opportunities Fair, where all 
organizations present themselves. We will be there 
with lots of information. Then, on May 4, NID will 
be outside all dining venues to recruit new provider 
members and make all residents more aware of what 
is available to them. Hope to see you on both those 
occasions, if not sooner. And please look us up!

Neighbors in Deed is looking to help with tasks big and small
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• The Saturday Nite Movie group will be 
showing  the 2005 biographical drama The 
Greatest Game Ever Played on Saturday, 
April 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the Encore Theater. 
Starring Shia LaBeouf & Stephen Dillane, 
this film tells the story of 20-year-old 
Francis Ouimet as he competes in the 1913 
US Open against his golf idol US Open 
champion Englishman Harry Vardon. This 
film runs 2 hours and is rated PG for some 
brief mild language.

• Scam Watch: Some residents have 
reported a new phone scam in which 
the caller claims to be with United State 
Customs and Border Patrol of Homeland 
Security claiming that a package mailed 
by the victim had been confiscated. They 
are then instructed to press 1 to talk to an 
officer on duty to prevent being arrested. 
Please be aware of this type of scam and 
contact Riderwood security if you have any 
questions about a potentially fraudulent 
call you might receive. 

Howard Silverman RC 3/17

Mary Maddox MS 3/23

Allen Mandelblatt CC 3/24

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:


