
By Jane Handler
Resident Writer

The world is experiencing Russia’s brutal 
attempts to commit genocide on its neighbor, 
Ukraine. For some, it may be reminiscent of the 
Nazi attempt to exterminate all European Jews in the 
1930s and ‘40s. They murdered 6,000,000 innocent 
Jews and other “undesirables” (e.g., gays and 
Romani). Every year 
in April, Jews observe 
Holocaust Memorial 
Day (in 2022, it will 
be April 28) to remind 
the world that we must 
prevent repetitions 
against any group of 
innocent people. So 
far, the world hasn’t 
reached this goal.

Currently, there are 12 Holocaust survivors 
who live at Riderwood and who came to the U.S. 
before, during, or after World War II. In this and 
the next edition of the Reporter are stories about 
the experiences of four of them. They were among 
the lucky who weren’t worked or starved to death, 
gassed, or shot. Julie Keefer is one such lucky 
person.

In 1943, Julie (nee Jula Weinstock) was 
almost three years old and living in the Jewish 
ghetto in Lvov, Poland (now Lviv, Ukraine), when 
her grandfather took her family to a tunnel in the 
forest. He and other Jewish men had dug the tunnel 
for about 30 people to hide in after the ghetto was 
destroyed. The ghetto’s other residents were sent to 
concentration camps, where they most likely died. 
The tunnel was near the home of the Commandant 
of Janaskow, the concentration camp from which 
her grandfather had escaped. Because Julie and 
her six-month-old sister cried a lot, her grandfather 
found people to take them in. Julie lived with Lucia 
Noweka, a widow who cared for her and hid her 
identity until the war’s end. Her sister was placed 
in a Catholic orphanage which was later destroyed. 
Julie and her daughter have been searching all their 
lives for the baby sister.

When her grandfather returned to the tunnel, 
he learned that an informant had told the Nazis 
about the tunnel. All the people there, including 
Julie’s parents, had been shot to death.

Julie came to the U.S. in 1948 as an almost 
eight-year-old orphan. She was first placed with an 
aunt in Brooklyn, and then in a home for troubled 
children. Later she was placed in two foster homes. 
At 16, she was adopted by the second set of foster 
parents, a caring Jewish couple, who gave her lots 
of love, a permanent home, and a permanent name.

Residents recall 
personal holocaust 
experiences

“All collective 
judgments are 

wrong…No human 
race is superior; no 
religion is inferior.”

- Elie Wiesel

By Jacinta Marshall & John Mitchell
Members, Riderwood Village Productions

Mark, your calendars for the “must-
see” Riderwood event of the year, titled What a 
Wonderful World at Riderwood. There will be two 
performances of the same show on Friday, May 6 
at 7:30 P.M., and Saturday, May 7 at 2:00 P.M.  The 
show will be held in the Encore Theater.

Come see the 2022 show made up entirely 
of your friends, neighbors, and Riderwood staff 
members performing with the joy and spirit that 
only Riderwood can bring to a stage. There will be 
singers, dancers, comedians, instrumental music and 
more. Everyone is ready for some fun as we get back 
to a “new normal.”

Tickets are $10.00 and will be sold on 
Monday, May 2, and Tuesday, May 3, from 4:30-
6:00 P.M. in all dining room lobbies. In the past, 
tickets for this show have sold out quickly, so bring 

your cash with you and get them while they last. 
Join the fun!

Riderwood Variety Show is back this May!

Resident Marketa Ebert performs at the 2019 Riderwood’s 
Got Talent Variety Show. (Photo by Riderwood TV)

By Henry Plotkin
Members, Friday Morning Music Club

Our next free Friday Morning Music Club 
concert will be in the chapel at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 1. We have included stirring music that will 
recognize and express our admiration for the brave 
people of Ukraine and beautiful melodic music that 
will leave you humming and uplifted. We will start 
with a violin and piano duet playing a Mozart Sonata 

and several universally loved pieces by Pablo de 
Sarasate and Fritz Kreisler. The second half of the 
concert will consist entirely of a trio (violin, cello, 
and piano) by Dvorak, called “Dumky,” a series of 
mournful Slavic and Ukrainian melodies. Each is 
suddenly interspersed with lively folk dance-like 
interludes: one of Dvorak’s most beloved works. No 
tickets are required. Doors to the chapel will open 
at 7:00 p.m.

Enjoy a collection of chamber music on May 1

By Ed Gehres
Performance Producer, Performing Arts Council

On Friday, April 29, Harriet Tubman will 
be brought to life here at Riderwood by storyteller 
Joyce Grear.

Harriet Tubman was born into slavery and 
was beaten and whipped by various masters. In 
1849, she escaped to Philadelphia, only to return to 
Maryland to rescue her family soon after. Slowly, 
one group at a time, Tubman brought relatives with 
her out of the state and eventually guided dozens of 

other enslaved people to freedom. 
Traveling by night and in extreme 
secrecy, she created and served as 
a conductor on the Underground 
Railroad. Tubman (or Moses, as she 
was called) never lost a passenger. 
After the Fugitive Slave Act of 
1850 was passed, she helped guide 
fugitives farther north into Canada 
and helped newly freed enslaved 
people to find work. 

When the Civil War began, 
Tubman worked for the Union 
Army, first as a cook and nurse 
and then an armed scout and spy. 
The first woman to lead an armed 
expedition in the war, she guided 
the raid at Combahee Ferry, which 
liberated more than 700 enslaved 
people.

After the war, Tubman 
retired to the family home on a 

property she had purchased in 1859 in Auburn, New 
York, where she cared for her aging parents. She 
was active in the women’s suffrage movement until 
illness overtook her. She then had to be admitted to a 
home for elderly African Americans, a home she had 
helped establish years earlier. She became an icon of 
courage and freedom.

The performance begins at 7:30 p.m., and 
doors open at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 and will be 
sold in all dining lobbies on Monday and Tuesday, 
April 25 & 26, from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. And at the 
door, if tickets are still available.

Joyce Grear to share the 
story of Harriet Tubman
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Jean Paul 
Richard (BG) 3/29 --

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Receive the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper 
and TV Guide straight to your e-mail inbox  
by signing up at signup.riderwoodtv.com, or 
find issues online at www.riderwoodtv.com.
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Monday, April 18 - Earth Month Movie

Biggest Little Farm (2018, PG, 1h 31m) 

Documentarian John Chester and his wife Molly 

work to develop a sustainable farm on 200 

acres outside of Los Angeles.

(with an introduction by resident Dr. E. Anne Riley)

---------------------------------------

Tuesday, April 19 & Wednesday, April 20

It Happened One Night (1934, NR, 1h 45m) 

A renegade reporter trailing a young runaway 

heiress for a big story joins her on a bus heading 

from Florida to New York, and they end up 

stuck with each other when the bus leaves them 

behind at one of the stops.

---------------------------------------

Thursday, April 21 & Friday, April 22

The Proposal (2009, PG-13, 1h 48m)  

A pushy boss forces her young assistant to 

marry her in order to keep her visa status in the 

U.S. and avoid deportation to Canada.

---------------------------------------

Saturday, April 23 & Sunday, April 24

Death on the Nile (2022, PG-13, 2h 7m) 

While on vacation on the Nile, Hercule Poirot 

must investigate the murder of a young heiress.

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.

Monday, April 18
The Riderwood Computer Club presents 

“Erickson IT - What’s Happening in 2022”
(March 21, 2022)

Erickson Senior Living Chief Information Officer 
Hans Keller highlights changes, updates, and 

new systems coming in 2022. 
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, April 19 (*New & Live*)  
Riderwood Administrative Updates 

Interim Executive Director Dee Dee Gray-
Weaver welcomes guests to discuss the  

latest campus news and information  
including updates related to COVID-19.

(Also live at 10:00 a.m. on www.riderwoodtv.com)
(This show will be rebroadcast on Sunday)

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, April 20 (*New*)

Wellness Wednesdays -  
Virtual Reality in Fitness (March 30, 2022)

Fitness Manager Paula Butler discusses how 
using virtual reality can help improve balance, 

agility, coordination, and reaction time.
(This show will be rebroadcast on Saturday)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, April 21

RWTV Live! Flashback - The Isolation 
Creation Virtual Art Show  

(October 16, 2020) 
Join the Creative Arts Fun for All group and 

various Riderwood residents as they show off 
their various artistic pursuits created during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 22
RWTV Live! Flashback - Sing-a-long with 

Don Bellew (April 24, 2020) 
Arbor Ridge favorite Don Bellew has recorded 

a special sing-along from his home for 
Riderwood’s residents to enjoy.
---------------------------------------

Saturday, April 23
Wellness Wednesdays -  

Virtual Reality in Fitness (March 30, 2022) 
A replay of the morning show from Wednesday.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, April 24 (*Rebroadcast*)

Riderwood Administrative Updates
A replay of the morning show from Tuesday.

 

Monday, April 18
The Science and Technology Lecture 

Series presents “Golden Years, Golden 
Ears” (April 4, 2019) 

Sandra Gordon-Salant of the University of 
Maryland’s Department of Hearing and Speech 

Sciences discusses the challenges of age-
related hearing loss.

 --------------------------------------- 
Tuesday, April 19

The Riderwood Piano Club presents 
The Hoang Sisters (June 9, 2018)

The Piano Club hosts this talented sibling trio as 
they entertain with their classical piano talents.

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, April 20

RWTV Live! Flashback - History & 
Heritage of the Steel Drums 

(March 30, 2022)
Resident Paul Pumphrey sits down with Keith 

Matthews to talk about the history and features 
of steel drums, along with a demonstration.

---------------------------------------
Thursday, April 21

Meaningful Connections:  
LexGoh Piano Duo (April 12, 2021)
The University of Maryland’s Meaningful 

Connections chamber music program exists to 
“create artistically meaningful musical events 

during a pandemic.” For this virtual concert, the 
LexGoh Piano Duo perform an exciting program 

of pieces from German Romantic composers.
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 22 (*New*)
The Arbor Ridge Family Council presents 

Compassion & Choices (April 6, 2021) 
Donna Smith from Compassion and Choices 

discusses advanced care planning and efforts to 
pass legislation concerning Death with Dignity.

--------------------------------------- 
Saturday, April 23 

The Performing Arts Council presents 
The Abbey Road Jazz Ensemble 

(September 20, 2019)
This talented quartet of musicians perform the 

hits of The Beatles in a jazz style. 
--------------------------------------- 

Sunday, April 24
The Performing Arts Council presents 
Byline: Ernie Pyle (October 18, 2019) 

Actor Steve LaRocque transports residents to 
WWII as he portrays legendary journalist Ernie 

Pyle during this one-man show.

Special Programming on Ch. 972
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 

10:30 p.m., & the next day at 1:00 a.m.

TV Guide         April 18 - 24, 2022

Take a Minute... in Hawaii (*New*)
Every day at 2:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by beautiful scenery and relaxing music.

A Hollywood classic every night 
at 7:00 p.m., on Channel 972!

By Bill Flank
Member, Sustainability Committee

America’s energy future is being 
dangerously clouded by mixed messages.  While 
almost all stakeholders agree we are “in transition,” 
the traditional energy adversaries are promoting 
radically different definitions of that transition.   
And we are quickly running out of time.

The scientific consensus is that we need 
to rapidly phase out fossil fuels and ramp up clean 
and sustainable energy sources like wind and solar, 
among others, supported by modern battery backup.  
But the fossil fuel industry advocates merely shifting 
the emphasis to more “clean” natural gas and less 
unhealthy coal.  They also promote their hope that 
new processes such as sequestration and carbon 
capture can be developed to reduce greenhouse 
gases economically.

Critics of the oil and gas industry claim their 
insistence on the continuing high need for fossil 
fuels is, at worst, deceptive and, at best, a stalling 
tactic.  And the Center for American Progress says 
we should make our bet on renewables plus storage, 
which are now highly competitive, economically 
speaking.

The war in Ukraine has highlighted the 
urgent need to complete as quickly as possible the 
transition away from reliance on oil and gas fuels 
and toward renewable resources.  The impetus 

for this, worldwide, is political, economic, and 
environmental.  In the U.S. alone, the damages last 
year from floods, wildfires, and drought related 
to weather and climate came to $145 billion, 
according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.

A recent U.N. report, approved by 195 
governments, concludes that if countries do not 
move away from fossil fuels, the goal of limiting 
global warming will likely be out of reach by the end 
of the decade.  U.N. Secretary-General Guterres has 
declared that “Addiction to fossil fuels is mutually 
assured destruction.”  He further noted that “We are 
sleep-walking into climate catastrophe,” and that 
“Exploration, financing, and development of fossil 
fuels . . . will only lead to billions in stranded assets.”

According to the Pew Research Center, the 
general public is broadly supportive of seriously 
abandoning fossil fuels.  Over 69% say that 
clean energy should be a high priority and favor 
transitioning our economy to 100% clean energy 
by 2050.  Many scientists recognize that fossil-
derived gas and oil are much more valuable for 
petrochemicals than fuel use, but that represents 
only about 10% of current production.  In the U.S., 
that’s roughly 2 million barrels a day, out of about 
20 million barrels (or equivalent) used per day.

We need to do better and quickly before we 
foreclose our future.
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• Arbor Ridge is pleased to announce 
the establishment of a new website  
www.ArborRidgeLife.com. This new 
website will host announcements, 
dining & activity calendars, weekly 
newsletters, as well as general information 
regarding Arbor Ridge. We encourage all 
Riderwood residents & family/friends to 
explore the site and provide feedback to  
alvin.mathew@erickson.com.  Thank you 
and we look forward to sharing more with 
you in the days ahead!

Kenneth E. Cole MG 3/24

Sylvia Gorozdos MS 4/7

Margaret “Macy” Kallman RC 4/9

Barbara Meyers OP 4/10

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:
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