
By Jane Handler
Resident Writer

In last week’s Reporter, the article on the 
Holocaust described the impact of Nazi antisemitic 
brutality on Riderwood resident Julie Keefer as 
a child and that has continued throughout her life. 
Eight other survivors live at Riderwood, including 
Trudy Schonberger, Renate Chernoff, and Tamar 
Hendel. Here briefly are their stories.

Trudy left Austria and Renate Germany as 
children in the late 1930s, around the same time as 
Krystallnacht*. The organized deportation of entire 
populations from Germany and Eastern Europe into 
ghettos and concentration camps began in the early 
1940s. Trudy and Renate’s fathers were deprived 
of their livelihoods, and the families were forced 
to live in crowded circumstances when their homes 
and precious household items were confiscated. 
Trudy was expelled from school in front of her entire 

class when she was only ten years old. Renate, at 
six, watched Nazi soldiers march past her house to 
destroy a Jewish home at the end of the street. Both 
families escaped after perilous train trips to Holland, 
during which they narrowly escaped being sent back 
to Austria or Germany. Trudy’s family eventually 
settled in New Jersey and Renate’s in Canada.

In 1941, 
when Tamar was six 
years old, her family 
was uprooted from 
Zagreb, Croatia. 
Those remaining in 
the ghetto, including 
Tamar’s grandfather, 
were killed. The 
family was suddenly 
escorted to a town 
near Padua, in northern Italy, by a gruff Croatian 
Nazi who vouched to the Nazi train conductor that 

they were not Jews. Tamar still remembers being 
frightened by his mean face. They lived comfortably 
with their Italian neighbors for two years, during 
which her father wasn’t allowed to work.

In 1943, Italy joined the allies, and Germany 
invaded Italy. The Hendels went south to Rome. 
A Catholic priest found them shelter, males in a 
monastery, females in a convent. Later they moved 
to an apartment in Rome where many other Jewish 
families lived at the grace of a righteous landlord. 
There was bombing all around them. In 1944, the 
extended family was rescued by the Roosevelt 
administration in a ship to ally-occupied Naples. A 
determined American Jewish woman, Ruth Gruber, 
was selected to go and find 1,000 refugees and bring 
them to safety in the U.S. on that ship. That is how 
Tamar came to America.

*Krystallnacht or “Night of Broken Glass” 
occurred in Berlin on November 9 and 10, 1938, when 
a synagogue was burned to the ground while Jews were 
worshiping.

Learn the stories of residents that escaped the Holocaust

“…I believe that no 
man or group of 

men is good enough 
to be trusted with 

uncontrolled power 
over others.”

-C.S. Lewis

By Almeda Girod
Member, Peripheral Neuropathy Support Group

M a x 
M e n d e l z o n , 
R i d e r w o o d ’ s 
Rehabilitation Manager, 
will be speaking at the 
Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group on 
Thursday, April 28. Max 
will be speaking on how 
to live with neuropathy 
from the Occupational Therapy approach. He will 
inform of ways to compensate using adaptive 
techniques and equipment, suggested exercises, and 
signs and symptoms that signal a need for medical 
intervention.

Peripheral neuropathy is a neurological 
disorder affecting the peripheral nervous system, 
which primarily serves to connect the central nervous 
system to the limbs and organs. The condition has 
several known causes. Though for more than half 
of the people suffering from this disorder, including 
most of the residents attending the support group 
meetings, there is no identifiable cause. 

Max immigrated from Ukraine at age three 
with his parents to Baltimore and later graduated 
from Towson University with a master’s degree in 
Occupational Therapy. He has worked in various 
levels of care within the occupational therapy field, 
and in 2019, he became the Outpatient Rehabilitation 
Manager for our sister community Charlestown. He 
started at Riderwood in July of 2021. He is married 
to his wife Toniann and they have a seven month 
old son.

The Neuropathy Support Group meets 
on the fourth Thursday of each month in the 
Village Square Classroom at 3:00 p.m. Dr. Henry 
Lefkowits, a resident and retired psychiatrist is 
the current leader of the support group. Dr. Jim 
David, a clinical social worker, his wife, Sue, and 
resident Almeda Girod, both registered nurses, have 
been instrumental in arranging programs, as well 
as managing logistics for the group. If you would 
be willing to take a role within the group, please 
contact any of the mentioned.

Rehab Manager to 
present at Peripheral 
Neuropathy GroupBy Regina Cohen

Philanthropy Liaison, Resident Advisory Council

Hello. My name is Regina Cohen, and I 
am the Resident Advisory Council (RAC) Liaison 
to Philanthropy. Each year every RAC Liaison 
introduces their area of responsibility to the residents 
on Riderwood TV and in the Reporter, and this year I 
am honored to be the first. Riderwood’s mission is to 
“share our gifts to create a community that celebrates 
life.” We do this by encouraging everyone to share 
their time, talent, and treasure to make Riderwood 
the best community in which to live. 

The Philanthropy Department is run 
currently by Fiona Divecha and Maria Aghguiguian 
with the help of many resident volunteers for 
various activities, including four RAC committees 
and groups like the Treasure Chest, which all 
sponsor and support various philanthropic activities 
and fundraising campaigns throughout the year. 
Riderwood Village is a non-profit organization, and 
it, in turn, helps to sponsor two charitable funds 
assisting residents and staff on campus. These are 
the Scholarship and Benevolent Care funds. 

The residents who are members of the 
Scholarship Fund Committee have been working 
since September defining this year’s Scholarship 
Program, reviewing applications, interviewing the 
scholars, and designing the recent tax-deductible 
campaign to provide the scholarship awards. The 
awards provide funds to eligible employees to assist 
with their continuing education after high school 
for the following year. Watch for announcements 
in the coming weeks about the May 10 Scholarship 
Awards Ceremony in the Encore Theater and live on 
Riderwood TV.

Our Benevolent Care Fund (BCF) 
Committee is just getting started for this year. 
Both resident and staff volunteers work together 
to develop a campaign and create various events 
to support this charitable fund which provides 
confidential limited financial support to long-time 
residents who, despite good planning, find that they 
are unable to support themselves completely. This 
campaign usually occurs in July and August, and 
we encourage additional events, vendor and local 
business partner donations, and community groups 
who also donate to the BCF. Although we don’t have 
the gathering space and logistics for a full Gala yet, 

we are hoping that we might be able to do an event 
this year around September or October to benefit the 
BCF and bring us together as a community.

And I would like to acknowledge and thank 
the residents and staff who worked on last year’s 
Staff Appreciation Fund campaign. This campaign, 
run by residents, usually occurs from October to 
early November to allow residents to monetarily 
provide a thank-you gift to all non-management 
hourly employees who work, support, and help us 
tremendously throughout the year. Since we can’t 
tip all these wonderful staff members throughout the 
rest of the year, this gift, which as a tip is not tax-
deductible, provides us a way to show our gratitude 
just in time for the holidays.

Residents can support these various causes 
by contributing during the campaigns, directing a 
distribution from their IRA [Individual Retirement 
Account] to a specific fund, or providing a small gift 
each month included with their monthly service fee 
payment, which adds up automatically over the year. 
Talk to Maria about how to set these up. 

And then, there are the volunteers on the 
overarching RAC Philanthropy Committee. They 
promote a spirit of giving within the community, 
identify best practices, and track the results of these 
three campaigns with the Philanthropy Department. 
The committee discusses approaches and goals with 
the Philanthropy Department, suggests educational 
events, and advises the other three committees. 

Major programs that the Philanthropy 
Committee focuses on are: Planned Giving and 
the Legacy Society for those who have made a 
pledge (such as Charitable Gift Annuities, pledged 
beneficiary, and other estate gifts), and also major 
gifts, including honor and memorial gifts, IRA/
RMD [Required Minimum Distribution] gifts, stock 
gifts, and business sponsorships. 

Riderwood is a giving community, always 
willing to help others as we hope others would 
be willing to help us if needed – a community of 
support and love – a true village. If you are interested 
in volunteering to help support these activities 
in the future, please fill out the RAC Committee 
Application Form and put it into the RAC Box 
located near the front desk in your Clubhouse lobby. 
We will contact you to discuss your interests. We 
thank you for your contributions and support.
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Monday, April 25 - Earth Month Movie
David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet 

(2020, PG, 1h 23m) 
One man has seen more of the natural world 

than any other. This unique feature documentary 
is his witness statement.

(with an introduction by resident Karen Sours)
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, April 26
Seven Year Itch (1955, NR, 1h 45m) 

When his family goes away for the summer, a 
hitherto faithful husband with an overactive 

imagination is tempted by a beautiful neighbor.
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, April 27 
Foreign Film Committee

Breaker Morant (1980, PG, 1h 47m) 
Three Australian lieutenants are court-martialed 
for executing prisoners as a way of deflecting 
attention from war crimes committed by their 

superior officers.
(Join the Foreign Film Committee on April 28 at 

11:00 a.m. for a discussion of this film and A Man for 
All Seasons. More details in the above article.)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, April 28 

Holocaust Remembrance Day
Life is Beautiful (1997, PG-13, 1h 56m)  

When an open-minded Jewish waiter and his 
son become victims of the Holocaust, he uses a 
perfect mixture of will, humor, and imagination 

to protect his son from the dangers of the camp.
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 29 
The Great Outdoors (1988, PG, 1h 31m)  

A Chicago man and his family go camping with 
his obnoxious brother-in-law.

---------------------------------------
Saturday, April 30 & Sunday, May 1

A Journal for Jordan (2021, PG-13, 2h 11m) 
1st Sgt. Charles Monroe King, before he is killed 
in action in Baghdad, authors a journal for his 

son intended to tell him how to live a decent life 
despite growing up without a father.

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.

Monday, April 25 (*New & Live*)
Continuing Care Updates

Resident Host Carolyn Compton  
and Director of Continuing Care Lori Hamilton 

discuss the latest news and updates  
from Arbor Ridge & Orchard Point.

(Also live at 10:00 a.m. on www.riderwoodtv.com)
(This show will be rebroadcast on Saturday) 

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, April 26 (*New & Live*)  

Riderwood Administrative Updates 
Interim Executive Director Dee Dee Gray-

Weaver is joined by R.A.C. Chair Linda Wanner.
(Also live at 10:00 a.m. on www.riderwoodtv.com)

(This show will be rebroadcast on Sunday)
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, April 27
The Riderwood Jewish Community 

presents Meet Your Neighbors! 
Rabbi Robert Goldstein introduces resident 

John Docktor to discuss his life, especially his 
fascination with maps and cartography.

---------------------------------------
Thursday, April 28 (*New*)

Let’s Talk About Riderwood TV 
Community TV & A/V Manager Chris Taydus 
talks about recent updates to Riderwood TV, 
the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper, and the 

community’s audio/visual systems.
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 29 (*New*)
Evergreen: Winter/Spring Edition

Resident Mary Chor highlights the benefits and 
care of succulents, and then Cat Kahn from 

Montgomery County Master Gardeners shares 
tips for environmentally friendly gardening.

---------------------------------------
Saturday, April 30

Continuing Care Updates 
A replay of the morning show from Monday.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, May 1 (*Rebroadcast*)

Riderwood Administrative Updates
A replay of the morning show from Tuesday.

 

Monday, April 25(*New*)
Montgomery County Palliative Care & 

End of Life Coalition presents National 
Healthcare Decisions Day (April 12, 2022)

Member of this organization help explain  
the tools to document a person’s goals 

and wishes for their medical care. 
 --------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, April 26
2020 Riderwood’s Got Talent Variety 

Show (January 31, 2020)
To get you ready for the upcoming variety show, 

enjoy the 2020 show featuring the talents of 
Riderwood’s residents and staff as they  

Fly You to the Moon!
---------------------------------------
Wednesday, April 27 (*New*)

The African American History Club  
The Washington Regional Transplant 

Community present “The Importance of 
Organ Donation”

Learn about the facts and myths of organ 
donation and hear from donor families and 
recipients of how important this gift can be.

---------------------------------------
Thursday, April 28 - Holocaust 

Remembrance Day (*New*)
The Riderwood Piano Club presents 

Holocaust Survival Stories
Two Riderwood residents share their 

experiences with Nazi occupied Europe 
and the Holocaust related to pianos.

(There will NOT be a 11:00 a.m. airing of this program 
due to the Foreign Film Discussion.)
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 29
The Performing Arts Council presents 

The Starvation Army Band (May 21, 2021) 
Enjoy this collection of some of your favorite 

Dixieland jazz, Klezmer, and swing tunes.
--------------------------------------- 

Saturday, April 30 
Virtual Reality in Fitness (March 30, 2022)

Fitness Manager Paula Butler discusses how 
using virtual reality can help improve balance, 

agility, coordination, and reaction time.
--------------------------------------- 

Sunday, May 1
The Performing Arts Council presents 
Joshua Coyne and Alessandra Altieri 

(June 15, 2018)
Classics & love songs performed by  

young violinist Joshua Coyne  
and vocalist Alessandra Altieri.

Special Programming on Ch. 972
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 

10:30 p.m., & the next day at 1:00 a.m.

TV Guide     April 25 - May 1, 2022

Take a Minute... in Hawaii
Every day at 2:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by beautiful scenery and relaxing music.

A Hollywood classic every night 
at 7:00 p.m., on Channel 972!

By Nancy Pawliger
Member, Foreign Film Committee

“Is This Justice?” is the theme of four films 
presented in April and May by the Foreign Film 
committee. We hope you enjoyed the first movie in 
the series, A Man for All Seasons, which questioned 
executive power versus upholding the law of the 
land and its legal aspects.

Our next movie is Breaker Morant. We 
are hearing about war crimes in the news today 
concerning the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
This film is about war crimes, the legal problems 
regarding responsibility for the crimes, and how to 
deal with them. Breaker Morant is an Australian 
movie based on a 1978 play of the same name by 
Kenneth G. Ross. It depicts the 1902 court-martial 
of Lieutenants Harry Morant, Peter Handcock, and 
George Witton for killing an unarmed civilian and 
capturing enemy combatants while serving in the 
British army during the second Anglo-Boer War in 
South Africa. The film studies the legal defenses of 

these men and the emotional and moral questions in 
a war situation. The film is notable for reflecting the 
accountability of soldiers in a war for acts condoned 
by their superiors. It also studies the question of 
due process and the just penalties handed out. The 
film won many Australian Film Institute awards, 
including best film, best directing, and best actor.

Breaker Morant will be shown on 
Riderwood TV channel 972 on Wednesday, April 27 
at 7:00 p.m. The following morning, Thursday, April 
28, 2022, at 11:00 a.m., there will be a discussion of 
the first two films in the “Is This Justice?” series, 
A Man For All Seasons and Breaker Morant. The 
discussion will be led by Professor John Szabo, a 
Riderwood resident who teaches conduct and ethics 
for attorneys at American University and George 
Washington University Law School.

Go to https://riderwoodlife.com/foreign-
movie-series/ to get the discussion’s Zoom link. 
We hope you will participate in the discussion and 
look forward to future foreign films chosen by the 
Foreign Film Committee.

Foreign Film hosts discussion on “Is This Justice?”
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• The Riderwood Softball team, Rockets’ 
Red Glare, will hold a practice and meet & 
greet on Wednesday, April 27 at 10:00 a.m. 
at West Fairland Park (2201 Fairland Road, 
Silver Spring, MD 20904). Both men and 
women are invited. 

• On Friday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Encore Theater, the Performing Arts 
Council welcome Joyce Grear will present 
her one-woman show about Harriet 
Tubman. $10 tickets will be on sale on 
Monday & Tuesday, April 25 & 26 outside 
the dining rooms 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

• Friday Morning Music Club will hold their 
next chamber music concert on Sunday, 
May 1 at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel. The 
performance will feature music that will 
recognize and express our admiration for 
the brave people of Ukraine.

Lillian Gardner WC 4/9

Eleanor Geiger RC 4/9

John Mortick CL 4/13

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:


