
By Brett Haas
Member, Diversity, Inclusion, & Belonging 
Committee

More than a day to celebrate with family, 
friends, and margaritas, Cinco de Mayo marks a 
historic victory for the country of Mexico. Jumping 
back to 1861, the country of Mexico, led by President 
Benito Juárez, struggled to pay its debts owed to 
the European governments of Britain, France, and 
Spain. In response, these governments sent naval 
forces to collect the debts. While negotiations led 
to peaceful agreements with Spain and Britain, 
France, led by Napoleon III, saw this opportunity to 
develop a stronghold in the Americas by capturing 
Mexican lands. 

On May 5, 1862, the Battle of Puebla 
commenced, with some 6,000 Frenchman clashing 
with roughly 2,000 Mexican fighters. Though 
vastly outnumbered, Mexican fighters held off and 
even drove back French forces after many hours of 
strategic battle. 

This triumph on May 5, or Cinco de Mayo, 
represented a symbolic victory for the Mexican 
people catalyzing the French resistance movement. 
With support over the next few years from their 
neighbors to the north, the United States, Mexico 
was eventually able to push France to withdraw 
from the region. 

Today you can expect parades, reenactments 
of the Battle of Puebla, and other festive events in 
that region of Mexico. Here in the United States, 
Cinco de Mayo is a day to celebrate Mexican culture 
and heritage with traditional food, drinks, music, 
and more. While it is not Mexican Independence 
Day (September 16), Cinco de Mayo inspires pride 
for a victory for the indigenous Mexican people 
over its European invaders, setting the tone for 
Mexican history for years to come. 

For more information on this important 
day, please visit History.com.

Diversity, Inclusion, & 
Belonging: Cinco de Mayo 
- The Battle of Puebla

By Tom Tucker
Concert Producer, Performing Arts Council

The Performing Arts Council is excited to 
present a recital by the winners of the 2022 Friday 
Morning Music Club’s High School instrumental 
competition in the Riderwood chapel on Saturday, 
May 21, at 2:00 p.m. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. 
Admission is free.

The Friday Morning Music Club and 
its members have been making music in the 
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area since 1886. 
Established in 1945, FMMC’s High School division 
is dedicated to supporting and promoting young 
aspiring musicians in their artistic endeavors with 
performing opportunities and competitions. For area 

high school students, competitions in piano, strings, 
voice, woodwinds, and percussion are held each 
year. While the competitions are open to any high 
school student, the participants’ pool is very selective 
due to the extensive and demanding repertoire 
each student is required to present. Winners of the 
competitions have gone on to establish notable 
performing careers. 

Competition winners receive a year 
of FMMC membership, which allows them to 
participate in the Student Recital Series. Their 
Riderwood appearance is the last recital of the 
season. We hope you will join us to experience these 
talented musicians’ impressive musical maturity and 
fantastic technique, despite their young age.

PAC hosts student recital winners

By Fiona Divecha
Manager, Resident Life

Join us for fun and games at our first ever 
Spring Fling Carnival on Saturday, May 21, from 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. All residents, staff, and family 
members are invited to this outdoor, family-friendly 
event. All the festivities will be in the parking lot 
near the tennis courts behind Arbor Ridge.

The Carnival will be our first family event 
in several years, and we are so excited to be able to 

get everyone together. There will be a moon bounce, 
carnival games with prizes, face-painting, and more 
for the kids. We have a band, dancing, and lawn 
games for the adults.

There will be lots of treats to enjoy! 
Carmen’s will be providing Italian ice and soft 
pretzels. Cotton candy, popcorn, drinks, and other 
snacks will be available too.

Tell your family to save the date. We have 
all been cooped up this winter for many reasons, and 
now it’s time to celebrate the glorious spring.

Ring in Spring with a Spring 
Fling Carnival next week!

By Clinton Marshall
Member, Opera at Riderwood

What is opera? Simply put, drama set to 
music, a story told through song. Some say it’s THE 
complete art form, combining narrative, graphics, 
acting, music, and dance. Opera uses music to 
convey people’s emotions and reactions to make 
a story more believable and affecting. Can you 
imagine a gripping movie or TV program without 
any music? 

Suppose you grew up without TV or movies 
and the first movie you saw was one you hated. What 
if you watched the sixth episode without knowing 
any backstory? Some people like to say they hate 
opera. I am sure many of them just needed to have a 
better introduction. This is where we can help.

For the rest of this month, Opera At 
Riderwood is offering a free, recorded opera 
every Friday that we think is a good introduction. 
We specifically chose these three with the new or 
inexperienced opera viewer in mind. Every Friday 
afternoon in May, you are invited to the Encore 

Theater to view operas that we think will capture 
your imagination, pull your heartstrings, and tickle 
your funny bone. No stereotypical opera singers 
screaming at you in some foreign language. Here is 
what we have for you:

Friday, May 13 at 1:00 p.m. -  Rigoletto - 
Verdi Meets The Sopranos

Not in sixteenth century Mantua, but in a 
Mafia neighborhood in Little Italy, Manhattan in the 
1950s, with hitmen, gang members, kidnapping, a 
lady of questionable integrity, and, worst of all, a 
father’s curse. I guarantee you will recognize some 
of Verdi’s tunes. Sung in English; English captions

Friday, May 20 at 1:00 p.m. -  The Pirates 
Of Penzance - Swashbuckling Adventure & 
Rollicking Romance

These opera singers are Kevin Kline, Linda 
Ronstadt, and Angela Lansbury in a completely 
“over the top” performance of this timeless Gilbert 
and Sullivan classic that was SRO on Broadway, 
then a hit Hollywood film. Just try not to laugh (or 
hum along)! English captions

Friday, May 27 at 1:00 p.m. - La Traviata 

- “The Lost One” A Favorite At Riderwood & 
Worldwide

We will have Kleenex ready. Only Verdi’s 
music could so seize your intense attention for a 
tale of belated redemption, the passion of love, and 
the heartache of loss. See why La Traviata has been 
one of the world’s most beloved operas for more 
than 170 years and the origin of The Metropolitan 
Opera’s broadcast theme. English 
captions

Encore Opera provides 
written notes on every opera 
without charge; call 202-352-
0725 to leave a message with 
your name and cubby number 
for an advance copy, or email 
genemartin36@gmail.com with 
the subject/message: “opera 
notes”

Plan to join us at 1:00 
p.m. in Encore Theater these 
three Fridays in May. You just 
may be delightfully surprised!

What’s Opera, Doc? - Riderwood group to offer intro to Opera
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By Courtney Coombs
Member, Diversity, Inclusion, & Belonging 
Committee

The month of May celebrates many 
things; Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, and even 
Lemonade Day take place during this month. 
One month-long holiday throughout May is 
Haitian Heritage Month, a nationally-recognized 
celebration of Haitian culture, traditions, and 
influence.

Haitian Heritage Month 
was first celebrated in Boston, 
Massachusetts, in 1998, 
when a Haitian TV program 
broadcasted a series throughout 
May on Haitian culture, history, and 
contributions to the world. The Haitian community 
of Palm Beach County, Florida, initiated their 
first celebration in 2001 and maintains one of the 
biggest Haitian Heritage Month festivals in the 
United States. The holiday has since been adopted 
nationwide, celebrated through festive parades, flag 
raisings, and school activities.

The month-long commemoration is centered 

on Haitian Flag Day on May 18, a major patriotic 
event in Haiti and the Diaspora marking the creation 
of the Haitian flag. May also contains several other 

dates of importance; in particular, May 
15-18, 1803, marks the dates 

that traditional rivals 
Jean-Jacques Dessalines 
and Alexandre Petion 
joined forces against 
Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
colonial army. This 

pact led to the downfall 
of French rule in Haiti 
and paved the way for 
the creation of the first 

Black Republic in the 
world in 1804.

Haitian culture is an amalgamation of 
African and Taino (indigenous Caribbean) cultures, 
along with European elements due to the French 
colonization of the area. This blending of influences 
has led to a rich culture of vibrant art, literature, 
costumes, faith, and food. This Haitian Heritage 
Month, take some time to learn more about Haiti, its 
history, and its contributions to the world.

Diversity, Inclusion, & Belonging: 
Celebrate Haitian Heritage Month

By Martin Schock
Member, Foreign Film Committee

We hope you enjoyed the first two movies in 
the “Is This Justice?” series: A Man for All Seasons 
and Breaker Morant. The third film in the series is 
M, which will be screened on May 11, at 7:00 p.m. 
on Riderwood TV channel 972.

The movie M is a 1931 German thriller 
mystery, written and directed by Fritz Lang and 
starring Peter Lorre as Hans Beckert, a serial 
killer known for killing children. The movie 
questions the psychiatric defense for murder and 
the moral questions surrounding society’s problems 
concerning justice.

When the authorities fail to apprehend him, 
the city’s criminal underworld joins street beggars to 
do the job themselves, sparking a race between the 
two groups to find the murderer first and subject him 
to their own form of justice. The film’s title refers 
to the M for the word “murderer” chalked onto 

Beckert’s jacket. 
The film had many firsts which have become 

standard in cinema, such as a recurrent musical 
theme, or leitmotif, which is heard when the killer 
is present, and later when the criminal is cornered in 
the final scenes. It also raises the question of mental 
illness as a defense for one’s actions. The film has 
been on many lists as one of the best films of all time 
and is considered a true classic.

The movie M will be the center of a live 
discussion on Thursday, May 26, at 11:00 a.m., 
along with our next film, A Cry in the Dark, which 
will be shown on May 25. The live discussion will 
be led by Professor John Szabo, a resident who 
teaches conduct and ethics for attorneys at American 
University and George Washington University Law 
School. 

We hope that you will enjoy the films and 
participate in the discussions. We invite you to send 
suggestions of foreign films that you would like to 
view to NancyPawliger@RiderwoodLife.com.

Foreign Film Committee continues 
with “Is This Justice” Film Series

In honor of Mother’s Day, one Riderwood resident 
looks back at a unique gift she gave to her mother 
many years ago.

By Alta Wright-Booth
Resident Writer

My mother, Ruth Wood, was a schoolteacher. 
She loved her own children so much that I created 
and designed a replica of a school room and 
presented it to her on her birthday many years ago. 
Each small desk contains the names of her children 
and grandchildren prior to her passing.

After my mother’s passing, one of the 
grandchildren, Merselle, inquired why her name 
had not been placed on a small desk like the others. 
We explained to her that she had not been born yet 
and was the youngest grandchild at that time, so her 
grandmother gave her a larger desk, making her an 

assistant.
The small wooden disks on the floor 

represent the great-grandchildren: three-year-old 
Drew, six-month-old Lydia, and 2-month-old Lake, 
all born many years after their great-grandmother’s 
death.

Mother’s Day: Honoring Ruth Wood

To participate in the discussion on May 26, go to the usual Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82624129367.  

To view the discussion, tune into Channel 972 at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 26
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• The Scott Ragsdale Orchestra will be 
performing on Thursday, May 12 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Lakeside Commons Encore 
Theater, presented by the Just All Music 
Committee. $10.00 tickets will be on sale 
on Monday & Tuesday, May 9 & 10 outside 
all dining rooms from 4:30 p.m. until 6:00 
p.m. If available, tickets will also be on sale 
at the door. 

• Did you go to sing-alongs in the 60’s? Do 
you sing in the shower? Do you sing on road 
trips? If so, join the Acousti-Cat Ukulele 
Band in Encore Theater on Saturday, May 
14 at 2:30 p.m. for a program of everyone’s 
favorite love songs. The program is free, 
though donations for the Benevolent 
Care Fund are welcomed as you enter the 
theater.

• RAC Finance Committee Report (April 
28, 2022) First Quarter financial update: 
Riderwood is ahead of budget by $1.2 
million because of an unexpected receipt 
of COVID Relief funds of $1.4 million.  
Independent Living Occupancy was 91.7% 
vs 93% budgeted. Sales are around 20 
settlements/month. The Open House in 
April was very successful.

Kay & James 
Smith (OP) 3/23 Glen Dale, MD

Gloria & Frank 
Duane (GV) 4/1 California, 

MD
Carol Ann 
Metallo (GV) 4/13 --

Barbara Lowrey 
(HS) 4/14 Annapolis, MD

Carol Pace (MG) 4/15 Saint 
Augustine, FL

Libby Chandros 
(MG) 4/27 Germantown, 

MD

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Mary Ferber CT 4/21
Nancy Gray KC 4/22
Leonard Flood OP 4/25
Thomas Bennett KC 5/2

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:
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