
By Leah Woodson
Member, Just All Music Committee

On Friday, 
June 10, The Just All 
Music Committee 
(JAM) is pleased to 
present The Sara Jones 
Quartet. Jones began 
her musical career as 
a pianist. She received 
her Bachelor of Music 
in Piano Performance 
at St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland and her 
Master of Music in 
Piano Accompanying 
at the University of 
Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music. 
After graduation, Sara pursued a professional vocal 
career with the Soldiers’ Chorus of the U.S. Army 
Field Band for six years. An active educator, Jones 
is a professor at Towson University, where she 
teaches Jazz and Commercial Voice and directs the 
Towson Vocal Jazz Ensemble.

Sara has performed as a soloist with the 
National Symphony Orchestra, Cincinnati Pops 
Orchestra, and Ravinia Festival Orchestra under 
the batons of Emil de Cou and Erich Kunzel. An 
additional highlight includes a solo performance on 
the Esplanade with Keith Lockhart and the Boston 
Pops Orchestra. 

The Sara Jones Quartet is composed of 
Chris Grasso on piano, Tommy Cecil on bass, and 
Chuck Redd on drums. These talented musicians 
will present “My Favorite Things,” a program 
guaranteed to brighten your spirits and welcome 
the Summer. They will play jazz standards curated 
from the Great American Songbook and throw in 
some Brazilian bossa-nova classics to remind us 
that happiness can be just around the corner no 
matter where you may be. So join us for songs about 
travel, art, books, love of others, and love of life. 
Composers featured on the program include Johnny 
Mercer, Cole Porter, Duke Ellington, and George 
Gershwin. “Clear Harmonies” sound engineers will 
provide the audio. 

The performance will occur on Friday, June 
10, in Encore Theater at 7:30 p.m. Tickets will go 
on sale on Monday, June 6, and on Tuesday, June 7, 
for $10.00 in all dining areas from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
Tickets will also be available at the door the night 
of the concert. Encore Theater door opens at 7:00 
p.m., and the show starts at 7:30 p.m. Masks are 
required. This concert will be JAM’s last concert 
until the fall.

Jazz standards & bossa 
nova classics with The 
Sara Jones Quartet

By Tom Tucker
Concert Producer, Performing Arts Council

In collaboration with The Clarice at the 
University of Maryland, the Performing Arts 
Council announces a concert by musicians from 
the National Orchestral Institute + Festival in the 
Riderwood Chapel on Sunday, June 12. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m., with the performance starting at  
7:30 p.m. Admission is free.

NOI+F recruits the finest young orchestral 
performers on the threshold of a professional career. 
Members have a palpable passion for orchestral 
music and are ready to share its power with others 

while renovating its presentation to reach new 
audiences. Members are selected through a rigorous 
and competitive nationwide audition process.

NOI+F trains aspiring orchestral musicians, 
composers, conductors, and arts administrators 
from across the country in a month of dynamic 
music-making and professional exploration. These 
young artists present passionate and awe-inspiring 
performances of adventuresome repertoire, both at 
The Clarice and Riderwood. Performance details 
will be posted on the Performing Arts Council’s 
Classical Music Series page of RiderwoodLife.com 
as soon as they are available.

Join us for this exciting and rare treat!

PAC welcomes NOI+F performers from UMD

By Brian Koen
Co-Chair, PRiderwood Subcommittee

June marks the beginning of LGBTQ+ Pride 
Month and brings much excitement and reflection 
on the past. Pride month started in 1970, a year 
after the historic Stonewall Inn riots in New York’s 
Greenwich Village, which began on June 28, 1969. 
After decades of injustices and countless police raids 
in their community haunts, the LGBTQ+ community 
fought back. The Stonewall riots were the catalyst 
for the marches and Pride parades that have come 
to be worldwide. Pride Month is an opportunity for 
LGBTQ+ individuals to reflect on history, abuses of 
the past, and inequities that continue today. It is also a 
time for the community to gather for connection and 
celebration. Additionally, it is a time to remember 
and honor the many individuals who are no longer 
with us; those who have supported and advanced the 
rights of LGBTQ+ people. 

This year, PRiderwood would like to 
acknowledge and honor Paulette Goodman, Mildred 
“Milly” Spector, and Richard “Dick” Houghton, 
who have passed within this last year; they have 
given so much of themselves through supporting 
and advocating for the LGBTQ+ community. 

Paulette Goodman served as president of 
the national group Parents, Friends and Families of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) from 1988 to 1992. She 
and Milly Spector worked together to start a PFLAG 
group at Riderwood, which ran for many years. 
They were a dynamic duo who provided needed 
support and guidance to the Riderwood residents 
with LGBTQ+ family members. They also helped 
to bring the Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington, 
D.C., to Riderwood for performances over the years 
and hosted a screening and panel discussion of the 
film Gen Silent. These are just a few examples of 
how they supported the LGBTQ+ community and 
touched the lives of countless people. Milly also 
joined the Riderwood Diversity, Inclusion and 
Belonging’s newly formed LGBTQ+ & Allies 
Subcommittee (PRiderwood) in 2021 and continued 
to advocate and support the LGBTQ+ community 
even during her changing health.

Dick Houghton also joined PRiderwood 
in 2021, bringing with him a great desire to 
promote the subcommittee’s mission. He attended 
meetings, always bringing a kind and open heart 
when discussing how he and the subcommittee 
could advocate for the LGBTQ+ community and 
build connections with all Riderwood residents and 
staff. Those who had the honor of knowing these 
individuals will forever remember their legacies, 
contributions, and, most importantly, their lives. 

For this year’s Pride month, PRiderwood 
will host various events and opportunities for you 
to show your support to the LGBTQ+ community 
while also learning and having FUN! You will be 
able to watch a variety of LGBTQ+-themed movies 
throughout June on Riderwood TV channel 972. 
You can find the listing of the films on the clubhouse 
bulletin boards and MyErickson. On Monday, June 
13, there will be table kiosks set up for you to obtain 
information about PRiderwood and LGBTQ+ 
resources/information and to participate in Trivia for 
prizes! If you still need one, extra Pride door flags 
will be available at the table kiosks. This event will 
occur from 3:00-5:00 p.m. in all independent living 
lobbies and 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the Arbor Ridge lobby. 

In addition to flying the progress pride 
flag at the entrance gates, Riderwood will also fly 
it on the flagpole for the first time this year. The 
original pride flag was first created in 1978 and has 
become a worldwide symbol of LGBTQ+ pride and 
inclusion. The additional colors were added in 2018 
to represent marginalized communities of color and 
transgender people. By displaying the flags, we are 
showing our commitment to the dignity and worth 
of all people. This belief commits us to ensure an 
equitable, diverse, accessible, and inclusive culture 
for everyone.

We’ll wrap up Pride month with the highly 
anticipated 2nd Annual Pride Parade on Friday, June 
24, from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. (rain date Thursday, 
June 30, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.). This year, Riderwood 
will host its first Drag Queen, Jerry VanHook, a.k.a. 
Shi-Queeta Lee, who has 20+ years of experience. 
Jerry moved to Washington, D.C., in 1984 to pursue 
a career in singing and stumbled upon the art of 
drag. He was the first drag queen to perform at the 
White House, has headlined the Howard Theater, 
and hosted his own show at the Kennedy Center! 

The parade kicks off at 2:00 beside the 
Wellness Center; meet us there or view it from 
anywhere on the Parade route – details to come. 
The parade will last about 40 minutes and end in 
the visitor’s parking lot to the right of the Village 
Square entrance with a performance by Shi-Queeta 
Lee! Come dressed in your pride colors and ready 
to have fun! You do not want to miss the parade and 
post-parade celebrations this year.

Pride Month: A time for 
celebration & remembrance
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Important Upcoming PGCC Reminder

Reminder:  PGCC online registration 

for summer term classes is Thursday, 

June 2, starting at 7:00 a.m. Detailed 

instructions that you will need to navigate 

changes on the PGCC website are in the 

PGCC course guides at the front desks, on 

RiderwoodLife.com and on MyErickson 

under Resident Resources. 

http://RiderwoodLife.com
http://RiderwoodTV.com
http://signup.riderwoodtv.com
http://www.riderwoodtv.com


By Elaine Hauptman
Member, Local Trips Committee

June bursts open with jazz and blues 
featuring the rhythms of Scott Joplin and Jelly Roll 
Morton. Be ready to tap your toes and dance in the 
aisles on Thursday, June 2, at the Strathmore Hall.

June bursts open again with a visit to the 
historic Conservancy of the Botanical Gardens on 
Monday, June 6. Mary Chor, Riderwood’s resident 
specialist, will lead a tour of the living treasures of 
the plant world. Her lecture will include not only 
the aesthetic value of plants but also their medicinal 
value. Although Mary is not a shaman, she expounds 
knowledge about the treasures of the plant world. 
Then, after indulging in the world of natural 
beauty, we will walk to the National Museum of 
the American Indian for a fabulous lunch. Perhaps 
you might even have time to visit the Algonquian 
Peoples of the Chesapeake (now Washington, D.C.) 
and Preston Singletary, a Native American glass 
artist. The fabulous glass pieces mix with multi-
sensory storytelling accompanied by original music. 

The next day, you can relax on the 
Chesapeake Bay Lighthouse cruise. Relax, enjoy a 
boxed lunch, and grab a bit of Annapolis history as 
you learn about the lonely life and responsibilities of 
the lighthouse keepers on the bay. 

Is it art? A totally new experience will be 
offered when you explore graffiti. This art genre, 
which means writing or drawing on a wall (usually 
illicitly), is a form of visual communication in a 
public place. You will discover these extraordinary 

art pieces on the Mural Tour of Noma and Union 
Market and learn about the artists and the D.C. art 
scene. Eat your way through Union Market and enjoy 
the camaraderie of old and newly made friends. 

A visit to Greenbelt on June 14 includes 
College Park Aviation Museum. This was formerly 
the airport, founded in 1909, where Wilbur Wright 
gave flight instructions to the first military aviators. 

If you enjoy oysters and crab cakes from the 
Eastern shore, go to Pirates Cove Restaurant on June 
21. You can relax with friends as you enjoy lunch on 
the water and the lovely West River.

The Baltimore Museum of Art trip on Friday, 
June 24, is incredibly fascinating. Joan Mitchell’s 
abstract paintings combine vibrant, lyrical color and 
textured brushwork. At a time when women were 
marginalized in the art world, Joan Mitchell captured 
the attention of the avant-garde art world. She was 
admired by Franz Kline, Willem de Kooning and 
Hans Hofmann. 

This artist set out not only to capture 
nature but also what impression this nature made 
upon her. She was fascinated by using color, line, 
and gesture to create dynamic visual rhythms. She 
lived in New York, Paris, and Vetheuil, near Claude 
Monet’s estate of Giverny. This retrospective will be 
a unique opportunity to explore her work. You can 
then indulge your appetite with lunch at Gertrude’s, 
one of Baltimore’s best-known restaurants. 

Be sure to pick up the brochure for all of 
the June trips. Truly, it is a smorgasbord of tastes, 
delights, and excitements.

Summer joys and all that 
jazz–the Local Trips of June

By Elaine Hauptman
Member, Arts Council of Riderwood

As you walk through the fantastic new art 
show in the lower level of Lakeside Commons, 
you realize how beautifully these works of art have 
been displayed. No one piece exists in a vacuum 
but rather lives among a family of creativity. Works 
reach out to those who come both before and 
after, forming a continuous flow of ideas from our 
residents and staff at Riderwood. Walls do not end 
but rather continue around the curve, waiting for the 
viewer to realize the relationships of form, color, 
media, and subject matter. 

While you enjoy the fabulous splash 
of color in the abstract art painting of Michele 
Morgan, you can turn the corner and delight in 
Cindy Lefkowitz’s collage, where there is actually a 
bridge crossing over water. 

Stroll over to the glass cases and view the 
brilliant ceramic teapot set created by Marty Meisel, 
the exquisite breastplate made in mixed media by 
Thea Fine, the papier mache multiracial, graceful 
ballet dancer by Ann Klein, and Jane Wall’s “The 
Following Moon.”

Stroll to the end and fall in love with Elke 
Jordan’s “Roots and Shoots” and indulge in the 
extraordinary photography of Donald Becker’s 
ballet dancers. Be sure to look at Lee Waxman’s 
exceptionally textured “Winter Solitude” and the 
incredible photography of Marketa Ebert. David 
Ebert has a photo of the wild horses of Iceland in 
the main lobby of Town Center, where the exhibit 
overflows. 

The Arts Council of Riderwood submits 
resident and staff artwork to an impartial juror three 
times a year. This newest exhibit’s juror was Pat 
Roberie, a professional artist from this area. The 
juror pointed out that many fine works of art could 
not be included in this exhibit. The artwork was 
selected from photographs taken by Donald Becker 
and David Ebert. Their work has made it possible 
for the Arts Council to resume the jury process and 
these exhibits in the COVID era.

A Meet the Artists reception will be held 
on June 9 from 3:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. at the Art 
Gallery on the lower level of Lakeside Commons. 
All residents, staff, and guests are welcome! 

Be sure to stroll down to the Encore Level 
of Lakeside Commons to see this excellent new 
show. Leave early before meeting friends for dinner 
and visit this and the other Arts Council galleries 
at Town Center near the fireplace, in the Windsor 
Restaurant at Montgomery Station, the Village 
Square gallery in Fireside Restaurant, and the hall 
leading to the Potomac Cafe.

Admire the artwork 
of residents & staff

“Icelandic Horses” by David Ebert

By Margie Ingram
Communications Chair, Continuing Education 
Committee

More than 125,000 Afghans were evacuated 
from Afghanistan in just a matter of weeks at the 
end of August 2021 upon the fall of the Afghan 
government to the Taliban.  Seventy-three thousand 
of those refugees were admitted to the United States.  
What does it take to coordinate such an enormous 
effort? What goes on behind the scenes in helping 
so many people begin to create new lives for 
themselves?

Join us on Tuesday, June 7, 2022, at 7:30 
p.m. in Encore Theatre to hear Gayle Girod talk 
about her experience helping in that effort. Gayle, 
daughter of RWV residents Al and Almeda Girod, 
was part of the State Department team that processed 
Afghan refugees through Operation Allies Welcome. 

While at Ft. McCoy in Wisconsin, her team 
aided more than 13,000 Afghan refugees to resettle.   
They were involved in securing housing at the base, 
arranging for basic needs, working with more than 
200 resettlement agencies across the United States, 
finding more permanent housing for the Afghans, 

and assisting them in starting their lives here in the 
United States. 

This free program, sponsored by the 
Continuing Education Committee, will have 
Sign Language Interpretation provided. Current 
Riderwood COVID restrictions will apply. We hope 
to see you there!

From Unsettled to Resettled:  A look at 
the process of welcoming Afghan refugees

Photo by Rachel E.H. Photography,  
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• Please come to the Community Garden 

Open House and Quilt Show, Wednesday, 

June 1, 10:00 a.m. until noon. The flowers 

would like to meet you.

• The Riderwood Wood Shop is available 

to do furniture and lamp repair at cost 

of parts. Donations of $5.00 to $20.00 

are welcome. Call the Wood Shop at  

301-572-8399 x 606-2950. 

Gerald & Claire 
Miller (FC) 5/18 Rockville, MD

Phyllis & Bernie 
Nash (CP) 5/18 Columbia, MD

Richard Levine 
(VP) 5/19 --

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Nancy Venditti RC 5/17

Arnold Hauser RC 5/20

Donald Michels KC 5/22

Joan Wilson OG 5/22

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:


