
By Nancy Pawliger
Chairperson, Foreign Film Committee

Has a person unexpectedly affected your 
life? Would your life have been different if you had 
not encountered this person?

In June and July, the Foreign Film 
Committee will present four films in which two 
people meet and, unexpectedly, affect each other in 
social, emotional, and life-affirming ways. The films 
are The Intouchables (June 8), Mango Dreams (June 
22), Madame Rosa (July 13), and Nicky’s Family 
(July 27). The films have English subtitles and will 
be shown on Channel 972 at 7:00 p.m.

The Intouchables, based on a true story, 
broke box-office records in France and Germany 
and won several awards. Wealthy, upper-class 
French businessman Philippe Pozzo di Borgo was 
42 years old when a paragliding accident resulted in 
him losing the ability to use his arms and legs. While 
interviewing candidates to be his aide, he meets 
Driss, who needs to show that he is pursuing a job 
so he can receive unemployment benefits. Phillipe 
offers Driss the job as his aide for a trial period of 
one month. Driss accepts the challenge and begins 
changing Phillipe’s boring life.

With clashing personalities, different 
outlooks on life, and sarcastic back and forth 
wordplay, new experiences occur for both men. As 
a film critic wrote, “A stranger entering the lives of 
others to present a simultaneously bad and beneficial 
influence is the ideal setup for equal parts comedy 
and drama that is not easily forgotten.” The film also 
gives the audience permission to laugh with, not at, 
people with disabilities, and see their lives as they 
have never seen them before.” 

The Intouchables received the Tokyo 
Sakura Grand Prix award for the best film at the 
Tokyo International Film Festival and the Award 
for Best Actor to both Francois Cluzet (Phillipe) 
and Omar Sy (Driss) in 2011. At the 2012 César 
Awards, the film received eight nominations. Omar 
Sy received the César Best Actor Award for the role 
of Driss and was the first French African actor to 
receive this honor. In 2012, it was announced that 
The Intouchables had been selected as the French 
entry for the Best Foreign Language Oscar for the 
85th Academy Awards.

We hope you will take the opportunity 
to see The Intouchables and the other films in the 
series that highlight life-changing relationships. 
Please let us know which foreign films you 
have enjoyed and if there are foreign films that 
you would like us to show in the future. You can 
contact us at the Foreign Film Committee at  
foreignfilms@riderwoodlife.com.

Foreign Film Committee looks 
at life-changing relationships

By John Mitchell
Member, Performing Arts Council

An evening 
with Karen Akers, 
accompanied by 
Alex Rybeck, is set 
for Friday, June 17, 
at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Encore Theater in a 
concert sponsored 
by the Performing 
Arts Council.

Karen is 
one of America’s 
most arresting 
and successful 
concert and cabaret 
performers.  She starred in two Broadway hits, 
Nine and Grand Hotel, both directed by Tommy 
Tune.  In films, she played a nightclub singer in 
Woody Allen’s The Purple Rose of Cairo and 
was Jack Nicholson’s mistress in Heartburn.  

TV viewers have seen her in such shows as  
Cheers, Hart to Hart, The Tonight Show, and PBS 
Specials.  Karen has recorded several CDs for DRG 
Records.

Starting in 1977, Karen won many local 
fans during her 20 years in Washington, D.C.  She 
performed at the Kennedy Center, the Smithsonian, 
Wolf Trap, Blues Alley, the Shoreham, and many 
more.  She sang three times at the White House for 
Presidents Reagan and George H. W. Bush.

For the past several decades, Karen has been 
one of the reigning queens of cabaret, performing 
in every major venue in New York and nationally 
and internationally with accompanist Alex Rybeck.  
Alex is well known to Riderwood audiences; he has 
brought stars he works with here to perform for over 
a dozen years.

Tickets will be available for $10.00 in all 
dining room lobbies from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. on 
Monday and Tuesday, June 13 and 14.  Doors open 
at 7:00 p.m., and the concert starts at 7:30 p.m.  
Remember to bring your mask and wear it in the 
Encore Theater.

Star of stage & screen coming to the 
Encore Theater courtesy of the PAC By Mike Carkhuff and Bill Flank

Co-Chairs, Sustainability Subcommittee on 
Energy

Are we energy conscious at Riderwood? 
You bet we are! For example, this past April, per 
Maryland state goals, Montgomery County has 
adopted Building-Energy Performance Standards 
regulations which require annual reporting of energy 
usage levels for our heating and cooling systems. 
Riderwood’s efforts have been ahead of the curve in 
this area, but we will now have specific targets for 
further improvement with these new regulations.

We have been replacing our original 
domestic hot water boiler systems in our buildings, 
which had run at a 78% efficiency level, with newer 
high-efficiency condensing-type boilers. These 
save space, require less maintenance, and operate at 
a 96% efficiency level, an impressive improvement 
of 18%. Sensors allow us to respond more quickly 
to changes in demand, reducing storage and energy 
needs.

The boilers are natural gas-fired, and the 
exhaust gas is recycled to obtain secondary energy 
recovery via heat exchange. This means that we use 
less gas, which lowers our costs, and we can also 
reduce the operating temperature. We have achieved 
a 20% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions in the 
last five years with the new boilers. The amount of 
polluting nitrogen oxides has also been reduced with 
the decrease in operating temperature. Riderwood’s 
microclimate becomes healthier for all of us as a 
result. The efficient design of the boiler systems 
allows buildings to stay in approximate temperature 
balance longer, requiring less seasonal trim demand 
and less energy usage overall.

Another example of our energy 
consciousness is the LED (light-emitting diode) 
bulb replacement program. Bulbs in 547 outdoor 
pole light fixtures have been replaced with LEDs. 
Over the two years of the project, the electricity 
demand was reduced from 107.4 kWh (kilowatt-
hours) per month to 49.4 kWh, a drop of 54%. This 
corresponds to a reduction of 390,000 pounds of 
greenhouse carbon dioxide gas being produced and 
a savings of $23,000 annually. In addition, bulb 
replacements in resident apartments are being made 
with LEDs wherever possible.

We have been generating the data to mark 
our energy usage levels, which empowers us to 
plan to meet increasingly stringent standards 
and determine how best to meet those standards. 
Riderwood intends to stay ahead of the curve!
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Monday, June 6
Dog (2022, PG-13, 1h 41m) 

Two former Army Rangers are paired against 
their will on the road trip of a lifetime. Briggs 

(Channing Tatum) and Lulu (a Belgian Malinois) 
race down the Pacific Coast to get to a fellow 

soldier’s funeral on time.
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, June 7 - LGBTQ+ Pride Month
Kings, Queens, and In-Betweens 

(2017, NR, 1h 30m) 
A documentary on drag queens, kings, & 

transgender performers in Columbus, OH who 
tackle the complexities of gender expression, 

identity, sexuality, discrimination, family, & 
politics--all with humor, pathos, & duct tape.

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, June 8 - Foreign Film
The Intouchables (2011, R, 1h 52m) 
After he becomes a quadriplegic from a 

paragliding accident, an aristocrat hires a young 
man from the projects to be his caregiver.

(This film is French language with English subtitles)
(Rated R for language and some drug use)

(Learn more about this and other upcoming Foreign 
Film Committee films on page 1)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, June 9 - LGBTQ+ Pride Month

Everybody’s Talking About Jamie 
(2021, PG-13, 1h 55m) 

Feature film adaptation of the musical 
about a teenager from Sheffield, England  

who wants to be a drag queen.
---------------------------------------

Friday, June 10 & Saturday, June 11
The Devil Wears Prada  
(2006, PG-13, 1h 49m)  

A smart but sensible new graduate lands  
a job as an assistant to the demanding  

editor-in-chief of a high fashion magazine.
---------------------------------------

Sunday, June 12
Club Paradise (1986, PG-13, 1h 36m) 

A retired Chicago firefighter partners with 
a reggae singer to turn a seedy Caribbean 
nightclub into a resort for affluent tourists.

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.

Monday, June 6 (*New*)
General Services Updates

General Services Director Chris Davis welcomes 
members of his team to provide the latest news 
and updates from the various GS departments.

(This show will be rebroadcast on Saturday) 
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, June 7 (*New*)  
Riderwood Administrative Updates 

In preparation for Flag Day next week, Executive 
Director Dee Dee Gray-Weaver welcomes 

resident Shirley Dearfield, who will highlight 
flags her husband obtained during World War II.

(This show will be rebroadcast on Sunday)
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, June 8
Re-awakening our Resilience 

(May 27, 2021) 
Ellen Lebedow hosts part 1 of a discussion with 
resident Dr. Jim David, psychotherapist, about 
dealing and coping with unexpected change.

---------------------------------------
Thursday, June 9

Strengthening Our Adaptability 
(June 10, 2021)

Ellen Lebedow hosts part 2 of a discussion with 
resident Dr. Jim David, psychotherapist, about 
dealing and coping with unexpected change.

---------------------------------------
Friday, June 10

Storytelling, Symbolism, and History: The 
Drums and Dance of the Native Americans

(November 25, 2021)
Learn about the art of Native American 

drumming and dancing from special 
guests in full regalia.

---------------------------------------
Saturday, June 11 (*Rebroadcast*)

General Services Update 
A replay of the morning show from Monday.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, June 12 (*Rebroadcast*)

Riderwood Administrative Updates
A replay of the morning show from Tuesday.

 

Monday, June 6
How to Spot a Scam! (April 28, 2022)

John McCarthy, Montgomery County State’s 
Attorney, and Eric Friedman, Director of the 

Montgomery County Office of Consumer 
Protection, share tips for spotting scams and 

how to avoid them.
 --------------------------------------- 

Tuesday, June 7
The Science & Technology Lecture 
Series presents “Influencing Social 

Policy for Children Using Insights from 
Developmental Science” 

(January 16, 2020)
Presented by Kathryn Wentzel, PhD.  

from the Department of Human Development 
and Quantitative Methodology at  

the University of Maryland.
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, June 8
The Science & Technology Lecture 

Series presents “DDT Wars: Rescuing 
Our National Bird, Preventing Cancer, 

and Creating the Environmental Defense 
Fund” (May 5, 2022)

Resident Charles Wurster discusses the 
harmful impact of DDT and his work with the 
Environmental Defense Fund in the national 

banning of the insecticide.
---------------------------------------

Thursday, June 9
The Just All Music Committee presents 

The Skipp Pruitt Xperience 
(August 27, 2021)

Enjoy a performance with saxophonist Skip 
Pruitt and his band as they bring you a 

collection of soulful and captivating jazz.
---------------------------------------

Friday, June 10
The Performing Arts Council presents 

Bi-Coastal Brass (July 16, 2021) 
Led by director Wes Bullock, this musical 
ensemble takes the audience through an 
abbreviated history of American music.

---------------------------------------
Saturday, June 11

The Performing Arts Council presents 
Simple Gifts (September 17, 2021) 

This musical duo presents a wide variety of 
ethnic folk music, including lively Irish jigs and 

down-home American reels to hard-driving 
Klezmer freilachs, haunting Gypsy melodies, and 

exotic Balkan dance tunes.
---------------------------------------

Sunday, June 12
“Living Well With an Assist” (Part 3 of 3) 

(October 25, 2021)
Find out about accessibility devices 

that Riderwood residents use every day 
in their homes.

Special Programming on Ch. 972
8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 

10:30 p.m., & the next day at 1:00 a.m.

TV Guide    June 6 - 12, 2022

Take a Minute... in Washington, D.C.
Every day at 2:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by beautiful scenery and relaxing music.

A Hollywood classic every night 
at 7:00 p.m., on Channel 972!

By the Erickson Advantage Team

As an Erickson Advantage member, you 
gain a team of experts to support you:

• Your health insurance resource manager 
can help you understand your benefits and find the 
best plan for your needs.

• Your member services representative 
can answer your questions and support you with 
billing, paperwork, and more.

• Your nurse care coordinator partners 
with you to help you maintain your health and 
independence. 

For the second year in a row, Erickson 
Advantage plans have received a five-out-of-five-
star rating from the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services—the highest rating possible!

See how your current plan stacks up 
to Erickson Advantage, a Medicare Advantage 
plan exclusively for residents of Erickson Senior 
Living®-managed communities. 

Schedule a health coverage review and 
see if Erickson Advantage is right for your needs! 
Call 301-572-8450, TTY: 711, Monday–Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., local time, or email  
jeffrey.judkins@erickson.com.

DISCLAIMER: Plans are insured through 
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated 
companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare 
contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract 
renewal with Medicare. Every year, Medicare evaluates plans 
based on a five-star rating system. This five-out-of-five-star 
rating applies to contract number H5652 for plan years 2021 
and 2022.

Does your health insurance plan 
offer personalized, on-site support?

Community Resources is restarting the Special Events listing 
of the larger special events happening on campus. We will 
have copies available at each front desk on the first of every 
month. We will continually be adding events that are being 
planned. This listing serves as a save-the-date and should 
help with planning your calendar in advance. Full event 

details will come out the month of the event.
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• Gayle Girod will be presenting From 
Unsettled to Resettled: The Process of 
Welcoming Afghan Refugees to the United 
States on Tuesday, June 7, in Encore Theatre 
at 7:30 p.m. This event is sponsored by the 
Continuing Education Committee. 

• The Low Vision Support Group will be 
holding a discussion & support session 
on Wednesday, June 8 at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Lakeside Commons Classroom. Come meet 
fellow residents to discuss how low vision 
impacts your daily living and possible 
solutions to cope with challenges.

• The Library Committee of Town Center 
will hold The Great Book Give-Away on 
Tuesday June 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m., at the Town Center Crafts Room. 
Get there early to find the best fiction and 
nonfiction books for your summer reading! 
We will provide paper bags to take away 
your selections.

Alfonso Valentino BG 5/18

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:
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