
By Leah Solat
Opera at Riderwood

While recorded opera (especially on 
Fridays in the Encore Theater) is enjoyable, nothing 
beats the thrill of hearing opera sung live. Opera 
at Riderwood’s Purple Lady Productions presents 
that rare opportunity when three internationally 
recognized Maryland Opera artists come to 
Riderwood to perform several of the most familiar 
and famous opera arias ever written. This will take 
place on Tuesday, June 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the chapel.

Natalie Conte, soprano, described as 
“magnanimous and powerful,” an award-winning 
performer of opera, art song, and oratorio, has 
performed across the USA and internationally. A 
professor of voice at Shenandoah Conservatory, she 
recently completed her fourth season as an extra 
chorister with the MET and debuted at Carnegie 
Hall. One of the first artists to appear with Purple 

Lady, Natalie is excited to return to Riderwood.
Irish American baritone John Allen Nelson, 

known for his “deliciously hearty sound” with 
“uniformity from top to bottom,” has performed 
extensively across the USA and, in 2022, makes his 
company debuts with Opera Ithaca and the Spoleto 
Festival and in a concert with Boston Lyric Opera.

Accompanist Maestro James Harp, founder 
and Artistic Director of Maryland Opera, is well 
known in the Baltimore area as an excellent pianist, 
organist, stage director, singer, and composer. A 
judge for regional and district Metropolitan Opera 
auditions, he is organist for the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra, principal accompanist and chorus master 
for Baltimore Concert Opera, and on the faculty at 
the Peabody Conservatory.

$10 Tickets are on sale Monday & Tuesday, 
June 20 & 21, from 4:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. in the 
restaurant lobbies.

Live opera returns to Riderwood! 

Natalie Conte (Center) performs in the Riderwood Chapel in 2017. Natalie will be joined by baritone John Allen 
Nelson (Left) and accompanist maestro James Harp (right) for an operatic performance in the Riderwood Chapel on 
Tuesday, June 28 at 7:30 p.m. 

By Bruce Donaldson
Pickleball Club at Riderwood

Undaunted by the rainy weather of June 11, 
the Pickleball Club at Riderwood moved its second 
annual Clover Mite Tournament (named for the little 
creatures who adorned the first tournament) indoors 
at the Wellness Center. Nine randomly selected mixed 
doubles teams competed in the double-elimination 
contest for the highly coveted trophy. At the end 
of their five games, the team of Anh Nguyen and 

Richard Bennof emerged as the winners. A bottle of 
fine wine will console the runners-up, Betty Nordan 
and Bruce Donaldson. Of greater importance, a good 
time was had by all the players, the referees, and the 
spectators. If you want to try pickleball, come to the 
club’s instructional sessions at the wellness center, 
and be sure to wear athletic shoes. The sessions for 
beginners are on Wednesdays and Saturdays at 2:00 
p.m., and there is additional coaching on Tuesdays 
at 1:30 p.m.

Winners crowned in second annual 
pickleball doubles tournament

Many of the participants in the pickleball tournament pose for a photo after the final game. (Inset) Tournament winners 
Richard Bennof (left) and Anh Nguyen (center) hold up their trophy which was presented by Jim Paoletti (right). 

By Martin Schock, MD
Foreign Film Committee

During June and July, the Foreign Film 
Committee will present four films featuring 
“Life-Changing Relationships.” We hope that you 
enjoyed the first of the movies, The Intouchables; 
the second film will be Mango Dreams. This Indian 
film was written, produced, and directed by John 
Upchurch. It received many awards, including best 
film bridging cultures and humanity. We will be 
screening the movie on Wednesday, June 22, at 7:00 
p.m. on Riderwood 
TV channel 972.

M a n g o 
Dreams relates 
the journey of 
an aging Hindu 
widower physician, 
Amit Singh, who 
recognizes the onset 
of his dementia and 
desires to return 
to his childhood 
home to confront 
memories of his past 
before dementia robs 
him of this ability. 
Amit sees Salim, a 
Muslim auto rickshaw driver whose son’s life was 
saved by Amit years ago. Salim promises to take 
Amit home.

Both men have experienced violence and 
significant losses in their lives. Salim’s wife was 
raped and burned to death by Hindu rioters, and 
Muslims murdered Amit’s family. At first, Amit 
and Salim make uneasy travel companions, but 
they form an unforgettable friendship and help each 
other understand their predicaments and find peace 
regarding problems of their past. The journey of a 
thousand miles heals their bitter cultural wounds 
and forges a treasured friendship.

Two other films on “Life-Changing 
Relationships” will be featured in this series: 
Madame Rosa starring Simone Signoret, and a 
screening of Nicky’s Family, which tells the story 
of Sir Nicholas Winton, a young Englishman who 
organized the rescue of 669 Jewish and Slovak 
children just before the outbreak of World War II.

If you have suggestions of films that you 
would like the Foreign Film Committee to present, 
please email foreignfilms@riderwoodlife.com.

Mango Dreams is next 
film in “life-changing 
relationships” series
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We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Receive the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper 
and TV Guide straight to your e-mail inbox  
by signing up at signup.riderwoodtv.com, or 
find issues online at www.riderwoodtv.com.

http://RiderwoodTV.com
http://signup.riderwoodtv.com
http://www.riderwoodtv.com


By Ed Vilade
Caring Connections Committee

Riderwood’s Caring Connections 
Committee will sponsor a talk on Tuesday, June 28, 
on “Planning for the Future of Dependent Loved 
Ones” by Jessica Gorsky, an Elder Law Attorney 
focusing on Special Needs Trusts. The presentation 
will take place from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the 
Village Square Music Room. Residents and their 
family members are welcome.

Ms. Gorsky will discuss information 
relevant to the needs of children, grandchildren, and 
siblings with disabilities or developmental issues. 
Specific topics will include Special Needs Trusts, 
basic information on guardianships, selecting the 
right fiduciaries, successor trusts, and encouraging 
the inclusion of dependent children in the decision 
process. Following her talk, she will take questions 
from the audience. 

“Ms. Gorsky will share options we may 
have to help care for dependents. Managing 
this care is often not an easy path to follow. For 
example, gifts in support of loved ones should 
guard their eligibility for available government 
funding and be compatible with the terms of our 
Riderwood contracts. Bring paper and pen to take 
notes on examples of how the law and expressions 
of love can work together,” says Mina Wuchenich 
of Caring Connections.

For those unable to attend in person, the 
program will be recorded and available on the 
riderwoodlife.com/caring-connections website. 
Many other Caring Connections electronic 
presentations are available on that website, and a 
shelf of print information is offered in the Village 
Square Library.

Caring Connections 
to present planning  
future of dependent 
loved ones

By Carl Hood
The Riderwood Woodcrafters

The Riderwood 
W o o d c r a f t e r s ’ 
Workshop looks a 
little like Santa’s shop 
these days. Sitting on 
the workbenches are 
handmade wooden 
cars that will soon be 
distributed to children 
through the Toys 
for God’s Kids project. Toys for God’s Kids is a 

Colorado-based organization distributing toy cars 
and trucks to underprivileged children worldwide 
through churches and groups such as the Rotary 
Club.

The Paul Reed Smith Guitar Co. of 
Stevensville, Maryland, donated the mahogany 
wood for the project. Then crafters John Cowan, 
Winnie To, George Graham, and Carl Hood have 
been able to transform a block of wood into a little 
car (see the display in the craft room showcase). 
Riderwood Woodcrafters, located in Charles Terrace 
at Montgomery Station, hope to contribute a couple 
of hundred cars to this organization. What a fantastic 
way to bring a smile to a child’s face.

Riderwood woodcrafters create 
cars for kids around the world

(Left photo, Left to Right) Carl Hood, Winnie To, and George Graham show off their hard work of creating the bodies 
of the small toy cars. (Right photo) John Cowan displays a list of the process of creating the toy cars. (Photos courtesy 
of Winnie To)

By Bill Flank
Co-Chair, Sustainability Committee

Can climate change and weather extremes 
threaten our potable water supply?  The short answer 
is undoubtedly, “Yes,” but here are some details on 
how this is happening to us and possible steps we 
could take.

One noticeable effect of temperature 
increase is the reduction of the snowpack that 
generates drinking water supplies in many parts of 
the country.  We have been experiencing various 
levels of drought over the past several decades, 
especially in western states, leading to usage 
restrictions, primarily in agriculture.  Many of us 
have noticed shortened ski seasons as well.

Coastal cities and surrounding areas that 
draw their water supplies from underground aquifers 
are starting to see the effects of rising seas due to 
glacier melting that will push saltwater into those 
aquifers.  They are also facing the failure of septic 
systems as flooding increases and groundwater 
levels rise.

Even in interior areas of the country, 
antiquated sewer systems cannot manage the wave 
of increased flooding we have been seeing.  Many 
regions have outdated stormwater management 
regulations.  Overwhelmed sewage treatment plants 
are forced to let untreated stormwater and sewage 

overflow into the same rivers from which drinking 
water is pumped. 

What’s not very well-known is that several 
thousand chemical plants and storage sites are 
in areas now at increased risk of flooding.  Many 
hazardous chemicals in large amounts are potentially 
exposed to leaching into groundwater during 
flooding, putting drinking water supplies in danger 
in populated industrial areas and nearby cities.

To protect drinking water from the effects 
of climate change, sufficient public funding must be 
provided to upgrade our antiquated infrastructure 
and storm management systems.  New storm 
containment systems must be built, and toxic 
chemical sites must be protected from flooding.  
Beyond that, new water sources are needed to 
replace what’s been lost because of the previously 
mentioned temperature increases.

Pumping more water out of the aquifers 
risks depleting them faster than it can be replenished 
by rainwater, as is currently being seen in some 
southern and western regions.  The result of this is 
to reduce the number of people that those regions 
can support, require the imposing of water use 
restrictions, or require expensive importing of water 
from afar.

Unfortunately, there are no cheap answers, 
and “water wars” loom in our future.
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• The next Ballroom Dance Spectacular is 
schedule for Thursday, June 23, from 7:30 
p.m. - 9:30 p.m. in the Riderwood Wellness 
Center Studio #2. 

• The Residents Supporting Sustainability 
group will host a screening of A World of 
Wonder on Friday, July 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Encore Theater. This is the first episode of 
a new Netflix series on the world’s national 
parks which is narrated by Barack Obama.  
A discussion will follow the screening. 
Contact resident Dave Ackerman for more 
information. 

• The Riderwood Jewish Community will 
present a lecture/recital with musician 
Steven Friedman on the music of Stephen 
Sondheim. The event will take place on 
Sunday, July 10 at 3:00 p.m. in the Encore 
Theater. Look for more information in next 
week’s Riderwood Reporter Newspaper.

Robert Davis FC 6/4
Bernice Nelson MS 6/11

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:
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