
By Margie Ingram
Continuing Education Committee

Prince George’s Community College, which 
offers classes here on campus and on Zoom, has 
instituted a new policy about the charges for courses. 
The change should make it easier to be accepted into 
the classes you most want to take.  

After many years without a tuition 
increase, the PGCC administration has changed the 
registration fee to $40 per class (Zoom or in-person) 
to help cover their costs in offering the courses. In 
the past, we could sign up for any number of classes 
for one set fee of $85 each trimester. But, because 
of this open policy, many residents could not get 
into the classes they wanted because other residents 
claimed all the spots by the time they registered. 
Terry Dowd, the Riderwood Continuing Education 
Committee co-chair, explains, “classes will now 
be more available since people will not be tempted 

to sign up for 
classes that 
they might 
not attend. This 
should be a benefit 
for our residents.”

P G C C 
staff said that 
the change in its 
policy is based 
on covering costs 
only, not on creating 
profit. Data suggests that 
the average PGCC student and Riderwood student 
registers for 2 to 3 classes per trimester. Thus, 
residents signing up for two classes will save $5 per 
semester; those signing up for one class will save 
$45.

The Continuing Education Committee will 
continue to monitor the PGCC website and make 

instructions available on registering for classes for 
the Fall Trimester.  

The Continuing Education Committee is 
committed to bringing educational opportunities 
to our campus. These classes stretch our minds as 
well as our bodies and connect us with other people, 
another critical component of healthy aging. 

To this end, the committee has continuously 
researched other senior education programs and 
stays committed to PGCC as the best and least 
expensive option for our residents. We look forward 
to continuing to work with them.  

If you have any questions or comments 
about this new policy, contact Cibya Sam at  
Cibya.Sam2@erickson.com. 

Registration for classes held at Riderwood 
in the Fall Trimester will be mid-September, with 
classes beginning October 3. Look for specific 
information on this in an upcoming Reporter.  

We hope to see you in class!

PGCC institutes change for fall 2022 trimester

By Gene Martin
Opera at Riderwood

Opera at Riderwood is adding a new weekly 
program for Riderwood residents.

One of the many pleasures of attending 
an opera is sharing the thoughts and emotions 
awakened by the performance. As we leave an 
opera with those intense feelings, we wonder how 
our neighbors experienced the program. 

How did this performance compare to 
others you have seen? What did you think of the 
soprano? Did the tenor’s big aria move you? Do you 
think they really captured the drama of the story?

Many of our loyal Encore Opera attendees 
said they would like to get together and exchange 
such observations after viewing the Friday opera. 
Now, the Opera Forum is precisely your chance to 
do that!

The Opera Forum will meet every Thursday 
evening from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Village Square 
Classroom. It is free and informal, and everyone is 
invited to attend —whether or not you went to the 
last opera. 

The first half hour each week will be 
devoted to sharing thoughts about the previous 
week’s Encore Opera. The second half will briefly 
introduce the next day’s program in the Encore 
Theater. Video and audio excerpts will introduce 
the highlights and offer additional insight into the 
performance.

There is no question that Riderwood has 
an extensive, knowledgeable, and active opera 
community. Opera Forum is a fresh new way for 
that community to come together. It is your way to 
get to know others better and for each of us to learn 
from one another.

We believe Opera Forum will increase 
your appreciation, knowledge, and enjoyment of 
the opera experience. Whether you are a seasoned 
opera fan or brand new 
to this art form, there is 
a place for you at Opera 
Forum. No pre-enrollment 
is required, and there is no 
fee. Please plan to join us 
on Thursday evenings.

Discuss the opera 
at the Forum

By Martin Schock, MD
Foreign Film Committee

The Foreign 
Film Committee has been 
presenting films with the 
theme of Life-Changing 
Relationships. We hope you 
enjoyed The Intouchables, 
Mango Dreams, and 
Madame Rosa. The next 
film will be Nicky’s Family, 
shown on Wednesday, July 
27, at 7:00 p.m. on Channel 
972.

Nicky’s Family is a Czech docudrama film 
directed by Matej Minac and written by Patrick 
Pass and Joe Schlesinger. Released in 2011, this 
film shares the story of Nicholas Winton before the 
outbreak of World War I. In 1939, he was a 29-year-
old Christian English stockbroker on vacation in 
Czechoslovakia when he observed the changes being 
made after the Nazi takeover of the country. There 
was tremendous anxiety and fear in the population 
because of the Nazi-imposed laws against Jews and 
non-Germans.

At the time, no government agencies or 
organizations would help individuals evacuate the 
country to go to safe areas. The film shows how one 
sensitive and concerned person can make a difference. 

Nicholas Winton single-handedly organized and 
carried out the relocation of 669 endangered Jewish 
children and placed them with British host families. 
He developed a transport to bring children to safety 
and convinced parents to give up their children to 
strangers to save the children’s lives and futures. 
The film won the Best Documentary Film at the 
35th Montreal World Festival and other worldwide 
documentary awards.

There will be a discussion of the four Life-
Changing Relationship films on Thursday, July 28, 
at 11:00 a.m. on Channel 972 and simultaneously 
on Zoom, which can be accessed through this 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82624129367. 
Riderwood resident Kathy Rushing will discuss 
the movies. As a clinical social worker, Kathy did 
family, marriage, group, and individual counseling 
and worked with clients of varied backgrounds and 
ages from four years of age to 90. Kathy and her 
husband raised three children and are grandparents 
of seven, ages four to eleven. We invite you to 
participate in the discussion on Zoom.

Please join us on Channel 972 on Wednesday 
night to see the film and Thursday morning 
on Channel 972 and Zoom for an enlightening 
discussion. For more information about current and 
upcoming movies, go to Riderwoodlife.com. We 
welcome suggestions of foreign films that you would 
like to view. Send your suggestions and comments 
to: foreignfilms@RiderwoodLife.com.

Life-changing film series wraps 
up with discussion this week

New Executive Team Members
Congratulations to our newest Executive Team members (L to R): Fiona 

Divecha (Resident Life Director), Jason Healey (Assistant Director of 
Finance), and John Porter (Associate Executive Director)
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By Elaine Hauptman
Local Trips Committee

As July melts into August, the Local Trips 
Committee tries to keep it cool.

The month opens with two exceptional 
exhibits at the Hirshhorn Museum. One With 
Eternity features the Japanese painter, performance, 
and installation artist, Yayoi Kusama. She describes 
herself as an “obsessional artist.” Although 
considered by many to be a Pop artist, her works 
reflect the psychological turmoil of her own life. 

Another special exhibit displays Sam 
Gilliam, a color field painter, and lyrical abstractionist 
artist. He was the first Black artist to represent the 
U.S. Pavilion at the Venice Biennale. His color-
stained canvases were draped and suspended from 
walls and ceilings. Well known in the D.C. area, 

Sam, unfortunately, passed away on June 25, 2022.
Then, lunch at the National Museum of the 

American Indian, where you can sample exquisite 
food from the various regions. If you have time, visit 
the “Raven and the Box of Daylight” by Preston 
Singletary. You can move into a dim room where 
you hear and see rain falling behind a giant glass 
canoe. The sand-carved glass exhibit is not to be 
missed and is worth skipping lunch just to absorb 
this fantastic display of talent. 

Suppose shopping delights you, head for the 
Dutch Farmers’ Market, where you can indulge in 
crab cake sandwiches, fresh homemade ice cream, 
and Lancaster cheesecake. Bring some candies and 
baked goodies back to your friends and family.

If you have never visited Montpelier 
Museum, this trip in August is a must-do. You can 
walk through the plantation house where generations 

of Snowdens once lived. The private docent will 
discuss various topics, including family life, the 
plantation’s history, and the lives of the enslaved 
people who worked there. 

One of the most exciting trips is to the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation and Annapolis. You 
will learn about the Phillip Merrill Environmental 
Center and stand inside the first Platinum LEED 
building. Later, you can eat, drink, browse, and shop 
in downtown Annapolis. What a fabulous day!

Be sure to visit the “Transportation Sign 
Up Page” in the My Erickson App to see the great 
restaurants scheduled for August. Try to go to 
Bridges on Kent Island. You can indulge in crab 
pizza, crab cake sandwiches, rockfish, and other 
delicacies. 

Grab a friend, relative, or neighbor and head 
for the August trips.

Beat the August heat with Local Trips from Riderwood

By Maria Aghguiguian
Manager, Philanthropy

The annual campaign to raise funds for the 
Benevolent Care Fund is under way. The Benevolent 
Care Fund (BCF) assists your friends and neighbors 
who have depleted their financial assets, including 
their entrance deposit.  These residents have worked 
hard to save for their retirement but have faced 
hardship, in most cases critical health concerns.  The 
BCF pays for healthcare and daily living needs.

To receive benevolent care funding, an 
extensive review process of assets and expenditures 
is completed by our Administration and Finance 
teams.  When the entrance deposit is depleted and the 
resident is not able to cover expenses with monthly 
income, the Riderwood Benevolent Care Fund 
helps them stay in our community. A financially 

strong BCF is important for the future well-being of 
everyone who calls Riderwood home.  

The Benevolent Care Fund is a confidential 
program and we never divulge the identity of those 
who have received help. Currently, we have three 
residents on BCF and anticipate five more joining 
in August. Here are some basic statistics to help 
you understand who needs your help. The average 
age of the three residents currently being assisted 
by the BCF is 84. They have lived here an average 
of ten years. The BCF helps your neighbors in both 
assisted and independent living.

We need everyone’s help to make sure we 
are able to afford care for all residents who are 
facing financial trouble, now and into the future. For 
more information on how to donate, please call the 
Philanthropy office at 301-572-8394 or visit us in 
Village Square.

Learn more about those being 
helped by Benevolent Care
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• Meet new friends and strengthen bonds 

with existing friends during the Speed 

Friending event on Thursday, July 28 at 

10:00 a.m. in the Town Center Celebrations 

Room. This event is part of Riderwood’s 

Social Wellness Month celebration. 

• The next Ballroom Dance Spectacular 

will be on Thursday, July 28, 7:30 p.m. 

until 9:30 p.m. in the Riderwood Wellness 

Center Studio #2.

• Articles for the August 1 edition of the 

Riderwood Reporter are due by noon on 

Wednesday, July 27. Articles for the August 

8 edition of the newspaper will be due early, 

at noon on Monday, August 1. There will not 

be an August 15 edition of the newspaper. 

• The Riderwood Wood Shop is available 

to do furniture and lamp repair at cost 

of parts. Donations of $5.00 to $20.00 

are welcome. Call the Wood Shop at  

301-572-8399 x 606-2950. 

Dwayne & Joan 
Weigel (CT) 6/28 Rockville, MD

Nancy Thomas 
(MS) 6/30 --

Claudia Tornblom 
(CL) 6/30 Silver Spring, 

MD

Robert Bradley 
(CL) 7/1 Silver Spring, 

MD

Marilyn Pearl (PV) 7/6 Bowie, MD

Robert & Nessa 
Peters (FC) 7/8 Silver Spring, 

MD

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:


