
By John Mitchell
Performing Arts Council

Gorgeous costumes, stunning variety, 
traditional music and dances, and lovely dancers 
whirling across the stage will combine for an 
evening of delight by the Four Seasons Dancers. 
This Performing Arts Council event will be held in 
the Encore Theater on Friday, September 16, at 7:30 
p.m. 

Elena Indrokova Jones, the artistic director 
and choreographer of this local dance group, uses 
music and dance to allow audiences to enjoy the 
flavor of different cultures worldwide. The “on-stage 
trip” takes us to almost a dozen countries, including 
Egypt, Persia, Israel, Italy, Peru, Spain, and back to 
America for the Charleston.  

 After enduring the rigorous and demanding 
ballet training in her native Russia, Elena for two 

decades had leading roles with classical and modern 
ballet groups in Moscow and on tours throughout 
Russia, Asia, Europe, and the United States. In 
America, while learning English, she started 
exercise classes that transformed into the Four 
Seasons Dancers in 2004. Riderwood’s seniors 
will be inspired by the fact that as professional as 
they appear, most of the performers are in their 40s 
and 50s, and some never danced before joining the 
group. They have grown children, grandchildren, 
and a wide range of day jobs. Their colorful and 
fabulous costumes are all designed and hand-made 
by Elena.

Tickets for the Friday, September 16th 
performance are $10.00 and will be on sale in all 
dining rooms on Monday, September 12, and 
Tuesday, September 13. Tickets will also be on sale 
at the door, if available. The doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
for the 7:30 p.m. performance.

PAC presents global banquet of colorful 
dances with the Four Seasons Dancers

By Ferne Katleman
Riderwood Jewish Community

Dr. Strauss first appeared in Riderwood’s 
Encore Theater in October 2021 when she introduced 
us to Jews and Protest on the Broadway stage.  In her 
new presentation she will take us on a journey into 
the world and flavors of eastern European Jewish 
culture as it was recreated in America.

Lauren Strauss is Senior Professional 
Lecturer and Director of Undergraduate Studies in 
American University’s Jewish Studies Program.

Please mark your calendars, don your 

masks, and join us for this thrilling journey. All are 
welcome to join on Sunday, September 11, 3:00 
P.M. in the Encore Theater

RJC welcomes back Dr. Lauren Strauss to 
discuss  “Writers, Radicals, and Rugelach”

In the dark? Lamp not working? Not sure 
of the correct time? Clock not working? Al Jacobs, 
one of your neighbors, a witty, creative handyman, 
can help. In no time, your life will light up, and 
the clock will tell accurate time! And, as an added 
benefit, you will enjoy Al’s company! Little glitches 
can be annoying, so why not ask a willing neighbor 
to help?

Neighbors in Deed (NID) thanks Al and 
all the NID volunteers for the many services they 
provide to our residents. To access these services, 
use your NID directory, which can be picked up at 
all front desks and is available on My Erickson. Use 
us! You will be happy you did.

Neighbors in Deed Spotlight - Al Jacobs

By Leah Woodson
Civility@Riderwood Committee

The New Erickson Living Values Team 
Staff Recognition Form (ELVT) is now available 
at all Clubhouse front desks. Residents should use 
the ELVT to recognize exemplary service from 
Riderwood Staff. We define Staff as all employees, 
managers included. 

Organizations know that their staff performs 
best when they feel connected and appreciated. We 
have many Riderwood Staff members in General 
Services, Transportation, Security, Medical Center, 
and Dining Rooms who are friendly, dependable, 
and patient. When you receive or witness good 
service, please thank the Riderwood Staff member 
directly. Tell them you appreciated whatever service 
they performed, their excellent communication 
skills, and their ready smile. 

We, as residents, 
want that person to 
leave feeling valued and 
good about their job 
performance. In addition, 
you will have connected 
with that staff member 
and shown that you 
appreciate their work. 
When asked, the Staff 
said they love a direct thank you from the resident. 

The ELVT team acknowledges good service 
in a staff newsletter and meetings. When the ELVT 
Team hears an exceptional story of service, the 
Staff member is nominated to receive a monetary 
reward. Exceptional service is the unconditional 
commitment to giving every person the highest level 
of service, regardless of the circumstances. Those 
who receive an award are examples of a staff person 
going above and beyond. The situation could be that 
the staff member helped a resident in an exceptional 
way or looked out for a fellow staff member.  

When people feel they work for a 
purposeful organization and create value, they form 
a valued team. When there is connection and trust, 
they are likely to deliver a higher quality of service. 
This connection creates an optimal environment for 
those who live and work here at Riderwood. 

Please fill out the Erickson Living Values 
Team Staff Recognition Form for all Staff who 
have done an excellent job. In addition, the C@R 
Committee will be in the dining areas of the Club 
Houses on Wednesday, September 7, and Friday, 
September 9, 2022, from 4-6 pm with ELVT forms.

Civility @  Riderwood: 
Show your appreciation 
with Recognition Form

Photo by Alan Mayers

August 29, 2022 Volume 15, Issue 30 RiderwoodTV.com

The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Habat 
Teclemariam 
(KC)

7/1 Upper 
Marlboro, MD

Helena Seidel 
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We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Receive the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper 
and TV Guide straight to your e-mail inbox  
by signing up at signup.riderwoodtv.com, or 
find issues online at www.riderwoodtv.com.

http://RiderwoodTV.com
http://signup.riderwoodtv.com
http://www.riderwoodtv.com


By Margie Ingram
Continuing Education Committee

Have you started thinking about what to 
do this Fall? Check out the Fall 2022 schedule for 
SAGE classes through Prince George’s Community 
College, held right here at Riderwood. You can learn 
a new skill, participate in discussions about topics 
new and familiar to you, and stay fit through a wide 
selection of physical activity classes.  

Course catalogs for in-person classes will 
be available at each of the neighborhood front desks 
the week of September 12 and on MyErickson under 
Resident Resources and RiderwoodLife.com. Course 
catalogs for Zoom classes will be posted September 
1 on MyErickson under Resident Resources and 
RiderwoodLife.com. 

Scholarships are available for the Fall 
trimester of the SAGE program. Under the new fee 
schedule ($40 per class) you must register and pay 
for at least two PGCC courses at $40 each to be 
eligible for a scholarship that will cover the cost of 
additional courses. 

The Registration and Scholarship Forms 
will be available with the Fall in-person catalog 
for Riderwood classes and will allow you to apply 
for scholarships for the classes you designate. You 
have options: 1) you may register yourself for as 
many classes as you want and pay $40 for all classes 
online OR 2) register and pay for yourself online 
for 2 classes and fill out the Scholarship Form for 
PGCC staff to register you for the rest of the classes 
OR 3) the PGCC staff can register you for two 
classes which you will pay; and then register you for 
scholarship classes. Currently, the system does not 

let you apply for the scholarship online.
Classes that receive scholarship help will 

only be registered after all classes that are paid for 
have been processed as it gives all students a fair 
chance to get into their top requested classes. 

You can register for in-person and Zoom 
classes in two different ways.  

(1) On your own. Online registration for 
Zoom classes opens September 2 at 7:00 a.m.. 
Starting at 7:00 a.m., Thursday, September 22, 
you can register online for in-person Riderwood 
classes and continue to register for Zoom classes.  
Detailed instructions that you will need to navigate 
changes on the PGCC website will be available 
beginning September 12 at the front desks, 
RiderwoodLife.com and on MyErickson under 
Resident Resources.

(2) If you would like assistance to register 
for courses, complete the Registration Form in the 
back of the in-person course catalog available at 
the front desks beginning the week of September 
12. During the week of September 12-16, drop off 
the completed form along with a single check for 
the course(s) you are registering for.  Each course 
will cost $40. Make your check out to Prince 
George’s Community College. Give your check and 
registration form directly to a Community Resources 
Coordinator. They are: Cibya Sam in Town Center, 
Lauren Mata in Lakeside Commons, and Veronica 
Leiva in Montgomery Station. To avoid forms and 
checks getting lost, hand it directly to a Community 
Resources Coordinator. Do not slide it under the 
door or leave it at the front desk. You can call ahead 
of time and confirm that a Community Resources 
Coordinator is in the office. The staff will collect 

these forms and take them directly to PGCC staff 
who will register you on registration day. The forms 
will be date and time stamped so the earlier you 
submit it, the better your chances for getting into the 
classes you want.

If you are a New Student and have never 
enrolled as a student with PGCC, you have two 
choices: (1) You can fill out the paper form at the 
back of the course catalog and follow the above 
instructions for assistance.  PGCC staff will register 
you even if you have never enrolled as a PGCC 
student. They will issue you a student ID number 
as well.  (2) You can enroll yourself online and 
obtain a username and password before you register 
yourself for classes. Instructions for enrolling 
as a new student will be on RiderwoodLife.com 
and on MyErickson under Resident Resources 
and will be available the week of September 
12 at the front desks. Contact Terry Dowd at  
dowdstd@hotmail.com with any questions. 

If you need help to authenticate your 
username and password for the PGCC website, 
change your expired password or check your 
username, come to the Help Session Tuesday, 
September 6, from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. in the Town 
Center classroom or the Village Square Card Room 
(near the fireplace). 

If you have lost your PGCC username or 
password, come to the Help Session on Thursday, 
September 8, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the 
Card Room (near the fireplace) in Village Square. 
You will need to bring a cell phone or the username 
and password for your email account to retrieve a 
message from PGCC.  

We look forward to seeing you in class!

Scholarship & registration information for fall PGCC courses

By Elaine Hauptman
Local Trips Committee

As the doors of summer shut and cooler 
breezes descend upon Maryland, the Local Trips 
committee offers a spectacular array of fall trips.

An extraordinary experience awaits all 
those who seek unique and exciting experiences. 
“Sweet Honey in the Rocks” (September 16) is an 
all-women’s African American acapella ensemble. 
They were nominated three times for an Emmy 
award and presented an expression of their history 
through song, dance, and sign language. Some of 
their famous songs include “Ella’s Song,” “Wade in 
the Water,” and “Let There Be Peace.” This group, 
founded in 1973, is familiar to viewers of Sesame 
Street, where the animated cartoons would usually 
accompany “Sweet Honey” music.

Another new experience will be a trip to 
the Synetic Theatre, where we will see “Host and 
Guest” on September 18. This drama, written by 
Roland Reed, a resident of Riderwood, was adapted 
from a Vazha Pshavela poem, which explores a cycle 
of ethnic hatred between Muslims and Christians in 
the Republic of Georgia. But the themes are broad 
and geographically nonspecific. Here individual acts 
of kindness are rewarded with destruction. This is 
a tale of blind hatred. The fourteen cast members 
create images of ethnic rituals and village life. Battle 
scenes are performed as a ballet. There are few 
spoken words, and it is up to the movement of the 
faces of the actors to convey emotions.

The Synetic Theatre combines various 
elements to form a whole. It is a synthesis of all 
the arts–ballet, music, mime, language–that seeks 
to tell the story to the audience. It promises to be 
a unique experience and an excellent opportunity 
for all people with varying degrees of abilities 
to experience and enjoy this incredible theatrical 
adventure. Host and Guest won glowing reviews in 
New York City.

Another new trip is to Ladew Gardens on 
September 23. These gardens were established in 
the 1930s by Harvey Ladew. There are 23 acres 
of magnificent trees, shrubs, nature walks, and 

hundreds of topiaries, and it is a “garden of serenity, 
sophistication, and wit.” The nature walk has a short 
boardwalk through the wetland forest. The yellow 
gardens and the manor house are worth seeing as 
well. Then, when you need a brief respite, go to the 
café where you can purchase artisan sandwiches, 
salads, and sweets. Be aware that this garden can 
present challenges for those in wheelchairs and 
using walkers. You can call 410-557-9570 one week 
in advance to reserve a golf cart. This will be an 
additional expense. 

In Baltimore, there stands the Bromo 
Seltzer Tower, once the tallest building in this city. 
It now houses twelve stories of artists, jewelry, and 
craft people’s studios. On the top floor is a museum 
where you can see various artifacts of Bromo 
Seltzer, a well-known medicine for indigestion. 
After you have exhausted your feet and your wallet, 
you will be taken to a charming Italian restaurant in 
Little Italy. Do not overeat since Bromo Seltzer is 
no longer available! What a great way to celebrate 
September 10.

Scheduled for September 29 and seen for 
the first time in the United States is the fashion show 
at Hillwood Museum. This exhibit, “Princess Grace 
of Monaco,” explores the collaboration between 
Grace Kelly and Marc Boham, the artistic director 
of Christian Dior House of Fashion. You will see 
clothing, accessories, and photos all on special 
loan from the palace in Monaco. Grace Kelly was a 
glamorous actress when she married Prince Rainier 
III of Monaco in 1956. She understood the need to 
be elegant, stylish, but respectful of etiquette. Dior 
designs enhanced the feminine silhouette. Grace 
and Dior enjoyed a thirty-year partnership, and she 
became the muse of Marc Boham. If you still have 
stamina, wander through the beautiful 13 acres of 
gardens or browse through the Post mansion. My 
favorite is the Japanese-style garden, but you may 
prefer Friendship Walk or lunch at the Merriweather 
café, where you can enjoy food under a large tent. 

Be sure to look at the September calendar 
for many other exciting trips. For all trips, please 
have a mask and proof of vaccination for COVID.

Kick off autumn with Local Trips
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• Residents are asked to NOT store 
flammable items in their ovens at any 
time, as this is a fire hazard. This includes 
but is not limited to papers, photographs, 
Tupperware, cardboard boxes, and kitchen 
supplies.

• Saturday Nite at the Movies will present 
the film Home Again on Saturday, August 
27 at 7:00 p.m. in the Encore Theater. The 
film tells the tale of a 40-year-old recent 
divorcee that allows three guys to live in 
her house among her and her two children. 
The 2017 film is rated PG-13 and is 1 hour 
and 37 minutes long. 

• Music created with a lightweight 
4-stringed ukulele can be accomplished by 
almost anyone, especially after learning a 
few basic chords and practicing for short 
sessions daily.  Becky Hedin is offering four 
free introductory classes starting Tuesday, 
September 6 at 2:00 p.m.  Register for the 
class with Becky so your handouts will 
be available and you can learn where the 
class will be held and be prepared for FUN. 
Acousti-Cats have a FEW loaner ukes that 
can be reserved by contacting Becky via 
phone or email.

Judith Nagle FR 7/11

Sheldon Noble RC 8/17

Marlene S. Blevins CL 8/19

Judith A. Bor FR 8/24

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:
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