
By Margie Ingram
Continuing Education Committee

The secrets of breaking the German Enigma 
Code at Bletchley Park in the UK, including Alan 
Turning’s role, first became public in the 1970s. The 
US relationship with the UK during the war’s code-
breaking efforts also has come to light.  We’ve seen 
movies and many books on the subject.  However, 
what is less known is how the US/UK code-breaking 
partnership started.

On Tuesday, September 13, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Encore Theatre, we have a chance to hear 
how this was accomplished. Dave Sherman, retired 
Associate Director for Policy and Records at the 
National Security Agency, will present the engaging 
story of how, ten months before Pearl Harbor, four 
young American code-breakers made a clandestine 
journey to one of the United Kingdom’s most secret 
wartime facilities:  the code-breaking center at 
Bletchley Park. 

Overcoming the suspicions of their higher-
ups in both Washington and London, these Americans 
and their British counterparts laid the foundation 
for a partnership that broke nearly every significant 
code system used by the Germans and Japanese 
during World War II and contributed significantly 
to the ultimate Allied victory.  This partnership not 
only endured into the Cold War but remains a vital 
force for global peace and security today.  

Dave’s presentation will be accompanied by 
numerous photographs illustrating this remarkable 
story’s key people, places, and technologies.

This free program, sponsored by the 
Continuing Education Committee, will have 
Sign Language Interpretation provided. Current 
Riderwood COVID restrictions will apply.  

Continuing Education sponsoring 
talk on World War II code breaking

Dave Sherman of the National Security Agency will 
highlight the story of four young American code breakers 
began the US/UK partnership in code breaking during 
WWII. 

By Patric O’Brien
Chair, Health Services Committee

The Health Services Committee (HSC), 
a Standing Committee of the Riderwood Resident 
Advisory Council (RAC), supports the health 
and well-being of Riderwood Village residents 
by striving, with management, to continually 
improve the quality of health care available on our 
campus. The HSC provides a means for Riderwood 
residents to communicate directly with the RAC and 
Riderwood management so that all residents may 
age in a safe, secure, and healthful environment. 

To achieve this goal, the HSC has three 
subcommittees and several committee members 
who act as liaisons to connect the HSC with other 
resident groups and outside health-related entities.

The Allied Health and Wellness 
subcommittee connects with community groups 
interested in specific health topics, such as the ABLE 
committee, The Parkinson’s group, Dementia, 
Caregivers, and Neuropathy committees, and reports 
to the Health Services Committee on activities, 
speakers, and programs. The subcommittee also 
works with Arbor Ridge and provides programs for 
the Arbor Ridge Family Council. 

Donna Suchmann is the Continuing 
Care subcommittee Chair. This committee seeks 
to understand how our residents residing or 
recuperating in Arbor Ridge are faring. They meet 
monthly with Director of Continuing Care Lori 
Hamilton and Director of Nursing Peace Oke, RN, 
to share the feedback the committee receives from 
residents regarding their stay in Arbor Ridge. They 

encourage any resident who is or has been in Arbor 
Ridge recently to give them a call to broaden their 
understanding of the patient experience in Arbor 
Ridge. If you are interested in sharing experiences, 
please call either: Ann Joseloff at (301)755-1645, 
Sheila Schrier at (240)867-3659, or Patric O’Brien 
at (301)755-0950. 

The Riderwood Medical Center 
subcommittee is committed to acting as a catalyst 
to improve the quality of health care delivery 
at Riderwood. In addition, and in cooperation 
with other RAC committees, the Medical Center 
committee has been meeting regularly with 
management and Dr. Diggs to assist in planning for 
the expansion of the Medical Center when Village 
Square is repositioned.  

The HSC also has committee members who 
liaise with several other groups. Our liaisons with 
White Oaks Adventist Hospital assist the hospital 
in anticipating the needs of our community and 
give feedback regarding the care members of our 
community have received in the institution. Lee 
Summerville (301) 646-1795 and Ann Costello 
(301) 273-9417 are the liaisons to the White Oak 
Hospital Patient Experience Council. Pat Davis 
(301)572-4811 is the liaison to the White Oak 
Hospital Performance Improvement Council. Lee 
Summerville is the liaison to the Arbor Ridge Family 
Council with support from other HSC members. 
Susan Wynne is the liaison to Caring Connections.

If you have any questions concerning the 
topics outlined above, call the member indicated 
or call me, Patric O’Brien, HSC acting Chair, at  
301-755-0950.

What is the Health Services 
Committee at Riderwood?

By Helen Worth
Science and Technology Lecture Series

Since 2005, Riderwood’s Science and 
Technology Lecture Series has brought residents 
a deeper understand of emerging scientific and 
technical areas that fascinate but often confuse us. 

Cryptocurrency is the latest form of 
currency exchange, but do we understand it? 
Come to the first lecture on Sept. 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Encore Theater and hear Professor Marvin 
Zelkowitz explain bitcoin and how they work. Is 
cryptocurrency a scheme or transformative financial 
future? Is it safe? Bring your questions and opinions 
for the post-lecture discussion.

Other 2022 lectures will enlighten you with 
a fascinating look at mosquitos (October 6), give you 
a close look at the James Webb Telescope through 
the eyes of a Nobel Prize Laureate (November 
3), and show us how geology has solved many 
mysteries (December 1). The lectures are free. The 
information, mind changing.

(Look in upcoming issues of The Reporter 
for the timely and stimulating topics being presented 
in 2023, plus a history of the Lecture Series.)

Sci & Tech Lecture Series 
kicks off season with a 
look at cryptocurrency
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• Saturday Nite at the Movies will present 
the film Gigi on Saturday, September 10 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Encore Theater. This 
musical is a charming look at a once 
honorable profession of its time, for which 
Gigi was actually being trained by her own 
grandmother. The 1958 film is rated G and 
is 1 hour and 55 minutes long. 

• The Civility @ Riderwood Committee will 
be in the dining areas of the community 
buildings on Wednesday, September 7, and 
Friday, September 9, 2022, from 4:00 p.m. 
- 6:00 p.m. with forms for recognizing and 
acknowledging outstanding staff members 
at Riderwood.

• Join the Riderwood Jewish Community 
as they welcome back Dr. Lauren Strauss 
for a discussion on the world and flavors of 
eastern European Jewish culture as it was 
recreated in America. This presentation 
will take place on Saturday, September 
11 at 3:00 p.m. in the Lakeside Commons 
Encore Theater. 

• Change of Date: Please note that the 
upcoming Upscale Resale Boutique 
event sponsored by the Riderwood 
Treasure Chest has been rescheduled to 
December 2 and 3, 2022 from  
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in the Town 
Center Celebrations Room. Donations are 
still being accepted. Contact Mary Chor 
at 301-332-5111 or marychor@aol.com to 
arrange for pick-up of your items. 

Receive the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper 
and TV Guide straight to your e-mail inbox  
by signing up at signup.riderwoodtv.com, or 
find issues online at www.riderwoodtv.com.
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Alan Mayers (left), a longtime resident, 
helps our community in many ways, from producing 
shows for the Performing Arts Council to taking 
photos to illustrate a reporter article. He will also 
come to your apartment to get your TV working 
properly or repair your computer – a man of many 
talents.

Neighbors in Deed (NID) thanks Alan and 
all the NID volunteers for the many services they 
provide to our residents. To access these services, 
use your NID directory, which can be picked up at 
all front desks and is available on My Erickson. Use 
us! You will be happy you did.

Neighbors in Deed Spotlight - Alan Mayers

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

When Pam Silverwood moved to Charles 
Terrace in 2014, the communication between 
residents was not as accessible as it is today. She 
says, “I heard there was no chat group. So I decided 
to start one.”

Pam and her husband, David Hack, enlisted 
the help of a friend with experience with mailing 
lists. The couple set aside Sunday afternoons to 
review six pages each week of the Riderwood 
directory and sent emails asking if these residents 
would want to participate in a group that later became 
Chatterwood. The number of participants has grown 
to 593. The goal through the years has been to be 
a bulletin board that is a source of information, to 
promote events, items for sale or to be given away, 
and problem-solving. The philosophy has continued 
to be that residents interact civilly.

Susan Chapin assumed group leadership 
in 2019 and enlisted Roger Broseus and Alice 
Drew, now the moderators. Roger comments that 
Chatterwood continues to serve the residents and 
bring people together. He adds, “it unifies the 
community.”

The stories of how this is happening are 
many. Recently Al Girod had an urgent need for a 
power chair. Within an hour, there was a response: “I 
saved Jerry’s chair. Come and get it.” The message 
was signed by Judy Buckner. When Peggy Bagwell 
was diagnosed with Peripheral Neuropathy, she 
sought others with this disorder. Peggy received 
many encouraging messages and was directed to 
the Peripheral Neuropathy support group, where 
she now receives information and support. Carol 
and Bob Henderson moved to Charles Terrace from 
Des Moines, Iowa, in the middle of the pandemic 
“sight unseen.” They sought out information on 
Chatterwood as they found attorneys, insurance 
agents, medical providers, car maintenance, and a 
good vet for Ben. 

Questions concerning Chatterwood may 
be directed to ownercwood@gmail.com. One may 
subscribe to Chatterwood by sending an email to 
chatterwood+subscribe@group.io.

Disclaimer: Chatterwood is a completely resident-
run communication method and is not in anyway 
moderated or monitored by Riderwood or Erickson 
Senior Living staff members. 

Message board helps facilitate 
communications amongst residents

Pam Silverwood (right) started Chatterwood shortly after moving to the community in 2014. Recently, fellow resident 
Alice Drew (left) has come on to help moderate along with Roger Broseus and group leader Susan Chapin. 

By The Erickson Advantage 
Insurance Team

There’s never been a better or more urgent 
time to schedule a complimentary review of your 
current health care coverage with our Erickson 
Advantage® team. 

This no-pressure visit with your on-site 
health insurance resource manager can reveal 
savings opportunities, as well as benefits you may 
be missing out on.

With Medicare Annual Open Enrollment 
just around the corner, it’s important to do your 
research now so you can be ready when the open 
enrollment period begins this fall.

Residents like Pat B. have discovered big 
savings opportunities with Erickson Advantage: “I 
am thrilled at the value I get for the money. I have 
access to transportation, to dental cleanings, and 
savings on mail-order prescriptions. I couldn’t be 
happier!”

Get Ahead of Medicare Open Enrollment! 
Schedule a health coverage review today. Call  
301-572-8450, TTY: 711, Monday–Friday 8:30 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. local time, or email Jeffrey.Judkins@
erickson.com.

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare 
Insurance Company or one of its affiliated 
companies, a Medicare Advantage organization 
with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan 
depends on the plan’s contract renewal with 
Medicare. Every year, Medicare evaluates plans 
based on a 5-star rating system. This five-out-of-five 
star rating applies to contract number H5652 for 
plan years 2021 and 2022.

Erickson Advantage: Are 
You Ready for Medicare 
Annual Open Enrollment?
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Viola Van Gorden MS 8/22

John Whelan GV 8/23

Marilyn Turner ET 8/25

Joyce Fine ET 8/27

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

Upcoming PGCC Dates

Tuesday, September 6 – 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

PGCC Password Checking in Town Center 

and Village Square

Thursday, September 8 – 9:30 a.m. - Noon

PGCC Password Fixing in  

the Village Square Computer Lab

September 12 - 16

Paper PGCC registration forms accepted by the 

Riderwood Community Resource Coordinators

Thursday, September 22 at 7:00 a.m.

Online registration opens for  

the PGCC/SAGE fall Trimester

Pickleball club members celebrated the Pickleball club members celebrated the 
soon-to-begin re-surfacing of the outdoor courts soon-to-begin re-surfacing of the outdoor courts 
at Riderwood on Monday, August 29. More than at Riderwood on Monday, August 29. More than 
40 residents alternated playing America’s fastest 40 residents alternated playing America’s fastest 
growing senior sport on the existing four courts, growing senior sport on the existing four courts, 
followed by a picnic lunch for members and followed by a picnic lunch for members and 
their guests. While the outdoor courts are under their guests. While the outdoor courts are under 
construction this Fall, pickleball continues indoor construction this Fall, pickleball continues indoor 
multiple times a week in the Fitness Center, multiple times a week in the Fitness Center, 
including instruction available for those who wish including instruction available for those who wish 
to learn to play.to learn to play.
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