
By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

John Porter, who started a new role as 
Riderwood Associate Executive Director on 
September 6, is not a new face in our community. 
John’s parents, Sharon and Terry Porter, moved 
to Kings Court 20 years ago. John first came to 
Riderwood as a guest, noting the friendly atmosphere 
and the observation that his parents were treated as 
family by residents and staff.

John lived in Silver Spring before moving 
to Rockville in third grade. His father was a Director 
of the National Science Foundation, and his mother, 
a nurse, worked part-time at the National Lutheran 
Home in Rockville. John became a part of a program 

through his church called “Adopt-a-Grandparent.” A 
group of young people was bussed to the National 
Lutheran Home after church to spend Sunday 
afternoons with their adoptive grandparents. John 
developed “a heart” for the elderly as he visited his 
“adopted grandmother” weekly. He also had a solid 
and close relationship with his grandparents.

He attended Towson State and The University 
of Baltimore, studying business administration and 
management. His bartending job during college 
led to restaurant management roles, culminating 
in a position as Senior Manager at the Cheesecake 
Factory in Rockville. In 2008 he married Nancy, a 
medical social worker at Johns Hopkins Hospital, just 
after starting his new job at Riderwood. This began 
a year of “major life changes and new beginnings” 

as John took on his role 
as Assistant General 
Manager and later 
General Manager of 
Seasons Restaurant 
at Riderwood. He 
eventually received 
a promotion to the 
Assistant Dining 
Director position, 
supporting all aspects of 
dining on campus. 

Five years ago, 
he was asked to help a 
nearby community that 
had lost its Dining Director. It wasn’t long before 
he was offered the permanent Director of Dining 
Services position at Ashby Ponds in Ashburn, 
Virginia. Ashby Ponds is currently a community of 
1800+ and growing as three new resident buildings 
are being constructed.

One of John’s primary interests is working 
with the incarcerated. He has been involved in Kairos 
Prison Ministry for over twelve years. The program 
supports life-changing spiritual outlooks for both 
the men inside as well as their families outside. He 
serves in leadership for a team that participates in 
weekly connection points and spends two extended 
weekends per year in a Maryland state prison.

John’s two sons, George, 12, and James, 11, 
were cared for by their grandparents at Riderwood. 
Sharon and Terry took the little boys to each dining 
room, where they had a “fan club of grandmothers” 
in each venue.

John now has an 11-mile commute from his 
home in Olney, Maryland, in contrast to the 42-mile 
commute to Ashby Ponds, and says, “I have not yet 
had to refill my gas tank!” He is delighted to join 
a relatively new Riderwood leadership team and 
help continue to provide excellent quality of life for 
residents and staff.

New Associate Executive Director returns “home” to Riderwood

New Associate Executive Director John Porter (left) poses with his wife Nancy (second from right) and their two sons 
James (second from left) and George (right).

John during his first 
tenure at Riderwood in the 
Seasons restaurant. 

By Martin Schock, MD
Foreign Film Committee

We hope you enjoyed 
the Foreign Film Committee’s 
series of films with a dance 
theme: Black Orpheus with 
its colorful dancing and Bossa 
Nova music, the Japanese 
film Shall We Dance? with 
ballroom dancing, and Mao’s 
Last Dancer, which featured 
ballet. Our next dance-focused 
film, Strictly Ballroom, will 
be shown simultaneously in 
the Encore Theater and on 
RWV TV 972 at 7:00 pm on 
September 28, 2022.

Released in 1992, this 
Australian romantic comedy 
was based on a short play of the same name 
produced in 1984 and directed and co-written by Baz 
Luhrmann. It won several awards at the Australian 
Academy of Film and Television.

Strictly Ballroom is a romantic comedy 
about Scott Hastings, a champion caliber ballroom 

dancer who, much to the 
chagrin of the Australian 
ballroom dance community, 
believes in dancing “his own 
steps.” Fran is a beginning 
dancer who has the audacity to 
ask to be Scott’s partner after 
his unorthodox style causes his 
regular partner to dance out of 
his life. Together, the two try to 
win the Australian Pan Pacific 
Championships and show the 
Ballroom Confederation that 
the Confederation was wrong 
when they said, “there are 
no new steps.” The film won 
many British Academy of 
Film and Television Awards 
(BAFTA) for music, costumes, 

and production.
If you enjoy watching and recommending 

foreign films, consider joining the Foreign 
Film Committee. Address all inquiries to  
foreignfilms@riderwoodlife.com. We look forward 
to hearing from you.

Foreign Film continues series on 
dance as a means to express creativity
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By Helen Worth
Science & Technology Lecture Series

What’s the 
difference between a 
mosquito and a fly? 
The mosquito can 
fly, but the fly can’t 
mosquito. 

J e a n n i n e 
Dorothy has 
probably heard more 
mosquito jokes than 
all Riderwood’s 
residents combined. 
That’s because, since 
grade school, she 
has loved science, 
primarily insects, but especially mosquitoes. 

On October 6, she will visit Riderwood as 
the Science and Technology Lecture Series speaker 

to help residents understand what risks mosquitos 
pose to Maryland, how we best protect ourselves, 
and how a wet season explodes the mosquito 
population.

Jeannine has spent most of her life 
studying the mosquito world. In 1979, she earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Resource Conservation/Pest 
Management from the University of Maryland. She 
then worked 37 years for the Maryland Department 
of Agriculture, heading up the mosquito control 
area. In that capacity, she’s worked with science 
teachers to develop and implement school programs 
and volunteered at many science venues, including 
the Audubon Naturalist Society and the National 
Museum of Natural History.

How significant a threat is the Asian tiger 
mosquito to the MDDC area? More significant than 
you might think. Come to the Thursday, October 6 
lecture in the Encore Theater at 7:30 p.m. and find 
out.

Mosquito Expert Jeannine Dorothy to 
Deliver next Science & Technology Lecture

By Leah Woodson
Civility@Riderwood

Residents, thank you for submitting the 
200 Erickson Living Values Team (ELVT) Staff 
Recognition Forms. The departments recognized 
were Front Desk, Resident Life, Security, General 
Services, Housekeeping, Arbor Ridge Nursing, 
IT Services, Transportation, and Dining. Please 
continue to submit your stories and 
detailed examples of staff going 
above and beyond their roles. 
Once a quarter, the ELVT will 
reward a staff member for their 
service. You will find additional 
forms at the front desk. The 
Erickson Living Values Team 
Award winner will be announced 
in October- be on the lookout for a flyer on the 
bulletin boards.

Thank you for 
recognizing the staff

By Leah Solat & Clint Marshall
Opera at Riderwood

On Saturday, October 8, we’ll have the 
rare opportunity to hear, in concert right here in 
the Riderwood Chapel, the 2022 Met Competition 
Grand Finalist, soprano Alexandra Razskazoff. 

For a young American opera singer, few 
honors are more prestigious than the Metropolitan 
Opera’s national auditions. Each year, hundreds 
of singers participate at the district, then regional 
level, hoping to land a spot in the New York finals as 
one of the 6 Grand Finalists who receive a $20,000 
prize and a significant career boost. Many of today’s 
greatest singers got their start in the auditions, 
including Renée Fleming, Susan Graham, Stephanie 
Blythe, Eric Owens, and Lawrence Brownlee. Who 
knows – we may be hearing the next Renée Fleming. 

Alexandra Razskazoff has been acclaimed 

by The New York Times as a “richly faceted, 
slinky soprano” whose voice is “rich, distinctive 
of timbre, and penetrating, and possessing a lovely 
bloom on top” (OperaNews). Alexandra made many 
significant house debuts in the spring and summer 
of 2022. Among many others, Mimì in La Bohème 
at Teatro Municipal de Santiago, Chile, and a reprise 
of Violetta in La Traviata at Opera Columbus.

At our concert, Razskazoff will be joined by 
internationally acclaimed tenor Matthew Vickers. 
Vickers has been lauded for having a “brilliant and 
golden voice” with “burnished sound and confident 
acting.” He has successfully performed many of 
the most prominent tenor roles in the repertoire, 
including performances of Rodolfo in La Bohème, 
Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly, The Duke in 
Rigoletto, Don José in 
Carmen, and Alfredo in 
La Traviata. 2021 saw 
the release of his first 
commercial recording, 
Franco Alfano’s 
Risurrezione with Maggio 
Musicale Fiorentino. 

R a z s k a z o f f 
and Vickers will be 
accompanied by Maestro James Harp, founder 
and Artistic Director of Maryland Opera and well-
known in the Baltimore area as an excellent pianist, 
organist, stage director, singer, and composer. 

Please plan to join us on Saturday, October 
8, at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
$10 tickets go on sale Monday & Tuesday, October 
3 & 4, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. in the restaurant lobbies 
and, if still available, at the door.

Metropolitan Opera Grand 
Finalist to perform at Riderwood
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• This week’s Saturday Night Movie 
presentation will be The Constant Gardner, 
a 2005 film that is rated R, and lasts 2 hour 
and 9 minutes. The free screening will take 
place on Saturday, October 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Lakeside Commons Encore Theater. 
For a description of the film please look for 
the flyers on the bulletin boards or check 
MyErickson.

• The Riderwood Resident Satisfaction 
Survey will be taking place from October 
3 through October 31. Look for more 
information coming soon!

• The Riderwood Protestant Community 
will be hosting a Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
on Tuesday, October 4 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Village Square Card Room on the second 
floor. 

• The Arbor Ridge Family Council meeting 
is October 5, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Arbor Ridge Garden Room. Finance 
Director Andrew Ferraiuolo and Business 
Office Manager Tanya Dyer Jenkins will be 
discussing resource assurance, the spend 
down process, when to seek support, and 
the role of the Benevolent Care Fund.

• The Riderwood Wood Shop is available 
to do furniture and lamp repair at cost 
of parts. Donations of $5.00 to $20.00 
are welcome. Call the Wood Shop at  
301-572-8399 x 606-2950. 

Judith Heckel RC 9/14

Norma Roseman MS 9/21

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:
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