
By The Staff Appreciation Fund Committee

Have you wanted to tip a member of the 
Riderwood staff recently? After an especially 
invigorating exercise class? Or an exceptionally 
yummy dinner? Or the fast repair of that annoying 
noise the dryer was making? Or the quick response 
of security when you fell? The drive that allows you 
the chance to tip our employees is underway. The 
Staff Appreciation Fund increases every day, and 
you can see how close we are to meeting our goal 
by checking the thermometer that is posted in your 
club house building. We have until November 12 
to make our contributions. The hope is that every 
household will contribute, because the staff do make 
a significant difference in all of our lives.

The more you give, the more we can give 
to each employee. All the contributions go directly 
to employees, as there are no administrative costs. 
There are 1147 hourly employees, making up 
approximately 89% of the Riderwood staff who 
work hard to keep us safe and comfortable. The 
funds are apportioned among all hourly employees, 

according to whether they work full or part time, 
and how many quarters they have been employed at 
Riderwood in 2022. The bonuses will be deposited 
directly into the employees’ bank accounts on 
December 6. December 6 is also staff recognition 
day, the details of which will be announced later.

“A person who feels appreciated will always 
do more than what is expected”. - Francis Flynn

Here are the ways you can make your 
contribution: With cash or check. Make checks 
payable to Riderwood and write Staff Appreciation 
on the memo line. Place in the Philanthropy slot at 
any front desk. Or with a one-time charge to your 
resident bill. Call 301-572-8395 for details.

NOTE: Your contribution is a gift and is not 
tax deductible.

Thank Riderwood’s hourly staff through the SAF

By Helen Worth
Science & Technology Lecture Series

The Riderwood Science and Technology 
Lecture Series is proud to announce that on 
November 3 at 7:30 p.m. in the Encore Theater, 
their distinguished speaker will be Dr. John C. 
Mather. Mather is a senior astrophysicist at NASA’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center and the senior project 
scientist for the James Webb Space Telescope, 
launched in 2021.

In 2006, Mather was awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Physics, along with his colleague George 
Smoot, for their study of cosmic microwave 
background radiation that confirmed the Big Bang 
theory. The work was done in association with the 
Cosmic Background Explorer Satellite (COBE).

But his most recent work has been with the 
Webb Telescope—the most powerful telescope ever 
launched into space. It has already captured images 
of galaxies never before seen. With a primary mirror 
nearly three times the size of the aging Hubble 
telescope and its infrared vision that can see back 
more than 13.5 billion years, Webb will be able to 
see the first stars and galaxies forming in the early 
universe.

In September, Webb was used to image 
the crash of NASA’s DART (Double Asteroid 
Redirection Test) spacecraft, built and managed by 
the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory, into 
an asteroid in a proof-of-concept test to nudge an 
asteroid out of an Earth-bound orbit.

Webb is just beginning its stunning 
adventure, and John Mather will take you along on 
November 3.

Nobel physicist to 
speak at Science & 
Tech Lecture Series

Dr. John Mather, Webb’s Senior Project Scientist, is 
interviewed after the Webb Telescope’s first images 
are broadcast on July 12, 2022. Photo Credit: NASA 
Goddard/Taylor Mickal

By Dorothea Bennett
Performing Arts Council

You’ve heard musical performances on 
various combinations of instruments, but have you 
ever heard the combination of organ and harp? 
On Sunday, November 6, the Ensemble Lafayette, 
consisting of Diane Kinsley on organ and Rebecca 
Anstine Smith on harp, will introduce us to this 
exquisite pairing. The program, “Joyful Dances 
and Timeless Melodies,” will consist of the duo’s 
particular adaptations of well-known pieces and 
original compositions for the two instruments.  

Harpist Rebecca Anstine Smith received 
her Masters of Music degree in harp performance 
from the Peabody Conservatory after obtaining a 
double degree in French and music from Dickinson 
College. She has been the principal harpist for the 
Kennedy Center Opera House Orchestra and has 
performed in concert series at Piccolo Spoleto, the 
Washington National Cathedral, the Basilica of the 

National Shrine, and St. John’s Church, Lafayette 
Square. She currently teaches at St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland. 

Organist Diane Kinsley obtained her Masters 
of Music degree in ensemble arts from the Peabody 
after adding organ to her ongoing piano studies at 
the University of Louisville. She has served as an 
organist at several churches in the Baltimore area. 
Currently, she is the assistant organist and staff 
accompanist at the U.S. Naval Academy and is on 
the faculty of Anne Arundel Community College. 
Ms. Kinsley also performs with Opera AACC, 
Arundel Vocal Arts Society, New Moon Theater, and 
The Cabaret at Germano’s Piattini in Baltimore’s 
Little Italy.

This concert will occur on Sunday, 
November 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the Riderwood Chapel. 
Tickets will be on sale at the Chapel entrance on the 
evening of the performance. Tickets for individual 
shows are $10; season tickets (three concerts) are 
$25. Doors open at 7:00 p.m.

Harp & organ concert to open 
2022-2023 PAC classical series

Harpist Rebecca Anstine Smith (left) and organist Diane Kinsley (right) will perform on November 6 in the Chapel as 
part of the Performing Arts Council Classical series.

Deadline for the October 31 edition of the Riderwood Reporter is Wednesday, October 26 at noon.

October 24, 2022 Volume 15, Issue 38 RiderwoodTV.com

The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Receive the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper 
and TV Guide straight to your e-mail inbox  
by signing up at signup.riderwoodtv.com, or 
find issues online at www.riderwoodtv.com.

http://RiderwoodTV.com
http://signup.riderwoodtv.com
http://www.riderwoodtv.com


By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

The late Glenda Neal envisioned bringing 
Chair Yoga Dance to Riderwood. She wanted 
residents of all levels of physical capabilities to 
enjoy yoga’s health benefits fun. 

Glenda approached her friend, Lisa 
Rados, who lives nearby in Laurel, to provide this 
opportunity at Riderwood. Lisa has been a certified 
yoga instructor for 12 years and is trained to work 
with older persons and those with limitations. She 
says, “I find seniors to be curious and focused, and I 
customize the exercise to adapt to their needs.” 

Nancy Jo O’Brien says Chair Yoga Dance 
“improves memory, agility, strength, and balance as 
one coordinates dance movements to songs we all 
knew from back in the day.” Marcie Goelman adds, 
“Lisa is very energetic, and I enjoyed good exercise 
with catchy music.”

Lisa has the goal of making her classes 
accessible to everyone. She says that Chair Yoga 
Dance “is challenging to both the mind and body, 
and it introduces yoga movements set to music, both 
current and from yesteryear.” She adds, “This is a 

fun new way to move your body and add joy to your 
life.”

All dances can be done sitting in the chair or 
using the chair as a support when standing. 

Come join the group on Mondays, noon-1:00 
p.m. in the Wellness Center, Studio 1. The first class 
is free; subsequent classes are $5.00 per week.

For additional information, call 
Nancy O’Brien at 301‑960 ‑9702 or email  
nancyjoobrien@gmail.com.

Chair Yoga Dance class 
provides fun and wellness

Photo by Nancy O’Brien

By John Szabo
Foreign Film Committee

T h e 
Foreign Film 
Committee is 
excited to begin 
a new series of 
comedic foreign 
films. The first 
film in this series 
is Kind Hearts and 
Coronets, which 
will be shown 
s imul taneous ly 
in the Encore 
Theater and on 
Channel 972 
on Wednesday, 
October 26, 2022, 
at 7:00 p.m. This is the third time a foreign film 
will be shown in Encore since the beginning of the 
pandemic. The responses from those who attended 
Encore for these films have been very positive, 
and we encourage residents to experience the joy 
of viewing films on the big screen with others. 
Before the showing, the Committee will share brief 

comments about the film.
King Hearts and Coronets is a 1949 British 

dark comedy about Louis Mazzini, an heir to a 
dukedom, who plots to murder the members of 
his estranged family who stand in his way, thereby 
avenging his mother’s death and winning the heart 
of a young woman. The film was well‑received at 
its release and has received favorable reviews over 
the years. It was nominated that year for the Best 
British film award, was later rated as number six in 
the British Film Institute’s list of the Top 100 British 
movies, and was included in Time’s list of the top 
100 films. The film was adapted for radio three 
times, and in 2013, it was adapted as a musical, A 
Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, which won 
four Tony Awards, including Best Musical.

Alec Guinness dominates the film, playing 
nine parts, including the eight relatives Mazzini 
wants to kill. He convincingly portrays both men 
and women, as well as characters who are short and 
tall, old and young. Dennis Price’s droll performance 
as Mazzini is brilliant. Joan Greenwood and Valerie 
Hobson should not be overlooked as the very proper 
ladies that Mazzini woos.

We hope to see you at the Encore Theater 
this Wednesday, October 26, at 7:00 p.m.

Foreign Films next focus is on comedy
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• Riderwood Clinical Dietitian Karin 
Johansen, RD, LDN will speak at the next 
meeting of the Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group on Thursday, October 
27, from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. in the 
Montgomery Station Chesapeake Room. 
Her topic is “Food is Medicine: Healthy 
Eating in Managing Peripheral Neuropathy.” 
Please note the time change from 3:30 to 
3:00 p.m. All are welcome.

• The next Ballroom Dance Spectacular will 
be held on Thursday, October 27, 7:30 p.m. 
- 9:30 p.m. in Wellness Center Studio #2. 

• This week’s Saturday Night Movie 
presentation will be Honest Thief, a 2020 
film that is rated PG-13 and lasts 1 hour and 
39 minutes. The free screening will take 
place on Saturday, October 29 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Lakeside Commons Encore Theater. 
For a description of the film, please look 
for the flyers on the bulletin boards or 
check MyErickson.

• The inaugural meeting date of the new 
Gun Violence Prevention of Riderwood 
group has been changed. The meeting will 
now be held on Thursday, November 3rd 
at 2:00 p.m. in the Chesapeake Room at 
Montgomery Station. All are welcome.

• Some recycling tips from the Sustainability 
Committee: 

• Please DON’T put plastic bags or films 
in with your other recycled materials! 
They belong in the separate labeled 
bins found in the recycling rooms.

• Please DO NOT place your recycling 
materials in plastic bags! Use your 
BLUE BIN, so the whole bag doesn’t 
get trashed.

• Please keep your materials for 
recycling as CLEAN and DRY as 
possible.

Diana Parks (MS) 10/11 Silver Spring, 
MD

Alan & Helene 
Goldberg (MG) 10/12 Baltimore, MD

Ann Titherington 
(CL) 10/13 --

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Reginald Shires RC 10/11

Charles Feder RC 10/17

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

Now through October 31
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