
By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Josh Runkles assumed the role of Director 
of Sales at Riderwood a year ago after serving 
as manager in the Sales Office at Oak Crest. He 
had joined the Oak Crest staff 17 years ago as an 
intern in the TV studio while a student at Towson 
University and later was promoted to TV and AV 
manager. His studio office was adjacent to the Sales 
Office, and Josh recalls overhearing conversations 
and wanting to be “a voice to promote this vibrant, 
family-centered lifestyle.”

He grew up in Owings Mills and now lives 
there with his wife, Jamie, and his two children, 
Ethan and Quinn. His father worked in real estate, 
and his mother was a physical therapist. He is the 
middle child of three. His hobbies include movies 

and music of all genres, allowing him to “escape 
for just a couple of hours.” He also enjoys beach 
vacations with the family at least twice a year. 

Josh knew Jamie in high school, but they 
began dating when they were freshmen in college. 
Jamie works as a nurse in Labor and Delivery at 
Johns Hopkins Bayview.

Josh has delighted in his role of leading a 
Sales Staff of 11 persons that brings “100+ years 
of Riderwood experience,” including past roles in 
General Services, Communications, Continuing 
Care, and Dining – to name a few. “This team 
can literally speak to any aspect of this particular 
lifestyle with extreme confidence.” 

He continues arriving at work each day 
feeling an excitement to welcome new residents 
to the community so that they can have “unique 
experiences and live life to the fullest every day.”

Director excited to bring new 
experience to Sales & Marketing

Sales Director Josh Runkles poses with his wife Jamie (right), his son Ethan (second from left), and daughter Quinn 
(second from right) during a recent family vacation. 

By the Riderwood Crafts Bazaar Committee

Get your holiday shopping started with 
unique, handmade gifts at the Riderwood Crafts 
Bazaar! The Craft Bazaar is coming up on Friday, 
November 18, from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at our 
Wellness Center.

We encourage the entire community to 
stop by this wonderful sale and look around at all 
the amazing, creative items created by your fellow 
residents. This year’s items will include knits, 
jewelry, greeting cards, ceramics, ornaments, fused 
glass, and more. Prices are reasonable. A percentage 
of sales will be donated to the Riderwood Benevolent 
Care Fund, so you will be doing a good deed for 
your neighbor in need while you shop.

While you’re there, stop by the Bake Sale 
table to enjoy wonderful baked treats made by 
residents. All proceeds from the Bake Sale go to the 
Benevolent Care Fund. 

There is also a raffle, which includes local 
events and gift cards. So save the date and invite 
your family and friends to come out to the Bazaar so 
that they can pick up some great items too!

Save the date for the 
2022 Crafts Bazaar

By Esther McBride
Sylvan Sleuths

The beautiful sweet gum tree, found in 
several clusters at Riderwood, invites attention in 
many ways. Its glossy, light green leaves are large 
and star-shaped with five points. If you rub or crush 
one, it will have a tangy aroma. You may have 
noticed its fruit, prickly one-inch balls covering 
sidewalks and lawns in summer and fall.  

Gardeners love this native tree because it 
grows tall rapidly, has good disease resistance, and 
tolerates clay or loamy soil, typical to Riderwood. 
And it provides cover and food for birds and small 
mammals.

Used for centuries as a medicinal, extracts 
from sweetgum trees’ sap, leaves, and bark contain 
potent anti-bacterial and antiviral compounds 
important to modern medicine. Researchers are 
finding many more potentially beneficial medical 
and other uses for compounds found in this tree.

You can find three sweetgum trees at 
Riderwood near the Gazebo Pond bridge or view 
a couple from the chapel end of the bridge to the 
Wellness Center. But there are more if you’re up to 
exploring!

Note:  This is an occasional Focus on Trees 
article prepared by Sylvan Sleuth members.

Trees of Riderwood: 
Sweet Gum
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By Veronica Leiva
Coordinator, Community Resources

Join us for the Veterans Day Ceremony 
honoring all residents who served in the military. 
The event will be held on Friday, November 11, at 
10:30 a.m. in Town Center Celebrations Room. This 
event is a fantastic event that promotes our sense of 
community. Our Veterans Legacy Group will lead 
the ceremony, including the history of Veterans 
Day, a patriotic sing-along, and stories shared by 
Riderwood Veterans.

Veterans are encouraged to wear their 
military uniform or other items indicating their 
military affiliation to be recognized for their service. 
Everyone is welcome to attend and share this 
beautiful celebration with those 
who have done so much for 
us. We hope you will all come 
to join us in celebrating our 
Veterans and their families.

Veterans to be honored 
at annual ceremony

By Elaine Hauptman
Local Trips Committee

The days are short, and the sun hesitates to 
light up the sky. What an opportunity to stay indoors 
and enjoy a museum, the theater, or a restaurant with 
good friends.

On November 29, you can do two 
wonderful things in one day. Jaleo by Jose Andres 
offers Riderwood residents the ability to indulge in a 
fabulous lunch, pretend they are visiting Spain, and 
taste the offerings of famed chef Jose. After your 
appetite is satisfied, you will walk one block to the 
National Portrait Gallery, where a docent will lead 
you on a tour of the gallery’s highlights. We are so 
lucky that the famous portraits of Michele Obama 
and Barack Obama will be returned after their long 
travels throughout the United States. In addition to 
the “regular” exhibits, you will be able to see the 
2022 International Juried Exhibition for the Center 
for Photographic Art. Wear comfortable shoes to see 
the Champions, the American Presidents, Twentieth 
Century Americans, Bravo, and many others. If you 
have any energy left, please visit “Kinship,” which 
features the work of eight contemporary artists 
who illuminate the complexities of our closest 
interpersonal relationships through portraiture. 

Be sure to sign up for the Soweto Gospel 
Choir on December 6, which will offer tributes to 
Billie Holiday, James Brown, Aretha Franklin, 
and the Freedom Movement. The choir originated 
in Soweto and was the voice of Nelson Mandela’s 
democratic movement to end apartheid.

Take out your tissues and be ready to cry 
when you see The Pianist of Willesden Lane at 
Theater J on December 9. The play tells the true 
story of Lisa Jura, a young Jewish pianist who 
dreamed of becoming a concert pianist. The story, 
as told by her daughter, Mona Golabek, integrates 
the story of dreams shattered by World War II and 
a fantastic piano performance of Bach, Beethoven, 
Chopin, Rachmaninoff, and others. The intimacy 
of the theater will enhance this very moving and 
inspirational performance. Please remember that 
this theater uses an elevator to reach the theater and 
seats.

If magic appeals to you, come to the Round 
House Theatre in Bethesda on Sunday, December 
11. Shakespeare’s The Tempest is a story of the 
magician Prospero, a treacherous brother, Antonio, 
and a former duke of Milan, plus the spirit, Ariel. The 
villains and heroes in this production are augmented 
by Pilobolus, an American modern dance company, 
and music by Tom Waits, an American jazz musician 

and composer who often represents the underbelly of 
society. Bob Dylan and the Beat Generation inspired 
him. He regarded James Brown as his musical hero. 

Just in time for holiday celebrations, It’s a 
Wonderful Life at the Toby Dinner Theater offers 
dinner, a live show, coffee, and tea. This holiday 
classic is great for the whole family. The story is 
loosely based on the Dickens novella, “A Christmas 
Carol.” Many consider this one of the greatest stories 
of all time, and the film was nominated for five 
Academy Awards. It is now added to the National 
Film Registry of the Library of Congress.

Ending the month are two fabulous 
programs. The Baltimore Symphony’s “Holiday 
Spectacular” on December 18 has tap dancing 
Santas, delightful songs, and magnificent costumes 
and is an inspiring program for the whole family. The 
audience can barely sit still, and the entire theater 
reverberates with joy and excitement. Everyone 
comes out smiling, feeling joyous and thankful.

The very next day, “Hip Hop Nutcracker” 
at Strathmore has all-star hip-hop dances, a DJ, a 
violinist, visual effects, and celebrates all that is good 
in life. The classical Tchaikovsky score is integrated 
with hip-hop, offering a magical adventure to the 
audience. This light version of serious music is fun, 
imaginative, and creative.

Local Trips: A short day’s journey into December

By Dick Dowd
Chair, Sustainability Committee

The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 covers 
a lot of ground and is the largest amount legislated 
to address climate change in U.S. history.  Discussed 
below are some of the major features of this act, 
particularly items that will affect Riderwood 
residents directly.

First, the act will place a cap on the maximum 
cost of drug payments under Medicare at $2000 a 
year, and limit the maximum charge for insulin at 
$35/month. This will address the damaging effects 
of drug price increases on older Americans.

The act provides $80 billion for incentives 
to buy new and used electric vehicles. A tax credit of 
up to $7500 will be available for individuals buying 
a new made-in-America electric vehicle, and up 
to $4000 for buying a used one. This will reduce 
carbon emissions, while also promoting job creation 
and the domestic economy.

Non-profits like Riderwood will be 
encouraged to make changes to help address climate 

change. Riderwood can add solar panels and electric 
charging stations, using direct federal incentive 
payments. Riderwood can also receive incentive 
payments for more efficient electric appliances.

Overall, the act provides $369 billion in 
climate and clean energy projects. It is estimated 
that the overall impact of the act will reduce our 
greenhouse emissions 40% below the 2005 levels.  
$161 billion is available for tax credits for generating 
clean electricity. $1.6 billion is available to cut down 
methane emissions by placing a charge on the oil 
and gas industry for their emissions of methane 
(which are 80 times more damaging in producing 
climate temperature increases than CO2). The act 
will also provide $2.6 billion for coastal restoration 
and improvement, to counteract the effects of rising 
ocean levels.

These are some of the most positive steps 
we have taken in decades in several important 
areas, and will put us on track to achieve a number 
of beneficial objectives for the planet and for all 
Americans.
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• It’s the final days to give to the Staff 
Appreciation Fund! The campaign ends 
Saturday, November 12th. If you have 
given, THANK YOU! If you haven’t, there is 
still time! Gift envelopes are available at all 
front desks.

• Get your favorite jewelry ready to wear 
again at the Jewelry Repair Clinic on 
Friday, November 11 from 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.  in the Town Center Living Room. 
Repairs include: pearl, necklace, and 
bracelet restringing; clasp and earring wire 
replacement; chain repair and magnetic 
clasps; and more! Suggested drop off time: 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Credit cards not 
accepted, cash preferred.

• Shakespeare and Verdi join forces this 
week at Encore Opera for an exciting 
presentation of Macbeth. Sung in Italian 
with English subtitles, the free screening 
will take place this Friday, November 11 at 
1:00 p.m. in the Encore Theater.

• This week’s Saturday Night Movie 
presentation will be The Straight Story, a 
1999 film that is rated G and lasts 1 hour 
and 51 minutes. The free screening will take 
place on Saturday, November 12 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Lakeside Commons Encore 
Theater. For a description of the film, 
please look for the flyers on the bulletin 
boards or check MyErickson.

• Spark joy with a special workshop 
sponsored by Acousti-Cats. Our favorite 
retired third grade teacher is coming 
to Riderwood’s Chesapeake Room in 
Montgomery Station on Wednesday, 
November 16 at 2:00 p.m. to encourage 
residents to explore poetry and music. You 
do NOT need musical experience, though 
you will have a chance to experiment 
with xylophones or simple instruments. 
The workshop costs $25.00 and you can 
register at carpediemarts.org/joy. For more 
information contact Becky Hedin.

Eileen & Brian 
McCormack (CC) 10/20 --

Eugene Schrier (HS) 10/20 Boynton Beach, 
FL

Dawn Eury (HS) 10/25 Crisfield, MD

Jerry & Sue Finan 
(GV) 10/28 --

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Barbara Muncy WC 10/15

Cheryl Eason FR 10/28

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

http://RiderwoodTV.com
http://RiderwoodLife.com

